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; WAR IN FLORIDA. 
Fort Drane, Firortpa, March 11, 1836. 


Sir: The following statement of facts in relation to 
the recent movement of troops from Louisiana, un- 
der the immediate command of Major General Gaines, 
you may rely upon, and if you think proper, may use for 
the information of the public. 


General Gaines left his permanent head quarters, at) 


Memphis, ( Tennessee ) on a tour of inspection, and ar- 
rived at New Orleans about the 15th of January, where 
he heard, for the first time, of a serious disturbance in 
Florida, and particularly of the melancholy massacre of 
Major Dade and his command, which occurred on the 
twenty-eighth of December. He immediately commu- 
nicated with the Governor of Louisiana, and requested 
him to call upon, and hold in readiness a body of volun- 
teers for service in subduing the Seminole Indians, and 
proceeded to Pensacola to solicit the co-operation of the 
naval force on that station. At Pensacola he found his 
wishes had been anticipated; Commodores Dallas and 
Bolton, and Captain Webb, having already directed their 
attention towards Tampa Bay, and other inlets of Florida, 
whither they had ordered marines and munitions of war. 

The General, on his way to Pensacola, feeling called 
upon to take the most prompt and decisive measures to 
sustain the military post within his command, and secure 
the peace of the frontier, issued his orders to Lieut. Col. 
Twiggs, to receive into service eight companies of the 
volunteers requested of the Governor of Louisiana, and 
together with the regular force at Baton Rouge, New 


. Orleans, and other stations in the immediate vicinity of 


New Orleans, to hold himself in readiness for a move- 
ment to Tampa Bay. The whole force amounted to 
about eleven hundred men, ee about seven hun- 
dred volunteers. This order was dated at Mobile the 
eighteenth of January. 

he General visited Pensacola as stated, and then 
proceeded to New Orleans, where he arrived about the 
26th. He organized and a his force, and moved 
on the 4th of February in three steamboats. He reach- 
ed Tampa bay on the 9th, and on the 18th took the field 
in the enemy’s country. It was first designed to search 
for and defeat a body of Indians reported to have been 
recently in the neighborhood of Fort Brooke—said to 
have been in battle, only a day or two before the arrival 
of the General, with the friendly Indians. Accordingly, 
the General marched in an easterly direction upon the 
Alafia river, but at the end of two days, having found 
two or three fields of turnips and other vegetables, as also 
fodder stacks not destroyed by the enemy, it was readily 
concluded he could not have been in that vicinity in any 
considerable force, and the General directed his march to- 
wards Fort King. He had taken ten days’ rations only, 
but had reason to suppose that a large supply of stores 
was at Fort King, the Quartermaster having shown him 
an official letter from the Quartermaster General, advis- 
ing him that one hundred and twenty thousand rations 
had been ordered to that post. The letter was dated the 


“first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his 
countrymen, ’’ we arrived at Fort King, and gave an 
agreeable surprise to one company of artillery, the gar- 
rison of that post, which from its isolated and exposed 
situation, had been reported in the presses-of the coun- 
try, as having been assaulted and destroyed by the In- 
dians. The garrison had, indeed, been exposed, but was 
well —_ to give the enemy a warm reception. The 
guard, on the approach of General Gaines, was paraded, 
,and the customary honor paid in due form; but where 
were the hearts of all at that moment? The writer of 
this confesses, “he turned aside to wipe away a tear.” 

The General, contrary to his seoanentiiie expectations, 
found no sufficient supply of stores of any kind. The 
| next morning. the 23d, all the horses were sent to Fort 
|Drane, 22 miles northwest, with a suitable convoy for a 
supply of provisions. ‘The 24th brought us all that could 
_ be procured, and it was ascertained to be but seven days’ 
‘rations, which, with two days’ supply found at Fert 
| King, made up all that could be looked for in that quar- 
ter. The General had then to decide upon his next 
movement. ‘To remain at Fort King, without supplies, 
was out of the question ; to proceed further north, might 
embarrass the operations of another officer then. ascer- 
| tained to be employed at Pieciaia in preparing force and 
supplies to penetrate the enemy’s country. After much 
and mature deliberation, the Genoral decided to move 
south again by the battle ground of General Clinch. If 
the enemy should not be found, the General would, at 
‘all events, reach supplies at Tampa Bay. His move- 
ments would occupy, and perhaps concentrate the ene- 
ij my, and tend greatly to give security to the frontier and 
enable families to return to their deserted plantations, 
and in safety recommence their peaceful avocations, the 
season having arrived for the commencement of planting 
operations. 
tions, we might find and beat the enemy. 

The General moved from Fort King on the 26th of 
February, and on the 27th, at 2 o’clock, we were on the 
right bank of the Withlacoochee, at the place where Gen- 
eral Clinch crossed the river the 31st December preced- 
ing. The troops had advanced from Tampa Bay, and to 
this time the same order of march has been preserved in 
three columns, aright, centre and left, respectively, about 
one hundred yards distance from each other, with a strong 
advanced and rear guard; the baggage being in the rear 
of the centre column. In this order it followed that we 
struck the river at three points ; the advanced guard, as 
the centre, being at the usual crossing place. ‘The bag- 
gage and the rear had been ordered to halt, as the Gen- 
eral only designed examining the crossing place. Up 
to this time no attack or annoyance had been offered us 
since we left Tampa Bay, and but few of us expected it 
at the Withlacoochee. We were therefore, many of us, 
fully exposed while sounding and examining the river, 
and our exposure was matter of jocular remark, when, 
for the first time, on our left flank, a spirited fire was 
heard, accompanied by the enlivening war yell of the 
savage. The fight was continued about half an hour, 














21st of January. 

The march was continued to Fort King, passing on 
the 26th February, the battle ground of the gallant band, 
cut off under Major Dade, on the 28th December, where | 
we interred the bodies of 106 heroes. - No language can 
do justice to the scene. The remains of our mutilated 
brothers in arms were found where they had fallen, at} 
their posts; the very position of the advance guard be- 
ing clearly indicated. Our troops marched to solemn 
musie around the little breastwork which had been has- 
tily thrown up, and where the last of the party were de- | 
stroyed ; each individual lying at the breastworks, where, 
beyond a doubt, he fell in the execution of his. duty. 








We continued our march a short distance that day, and 
on the 22d, as if to celebrate the birth of him who was 


the enemy being on the left bank of the river, when the 
General ordered the troops to encamp near the river. 
We lost one killed, and eight wounded. On the 28th 
we moved down the river about two miles, where the 
banks were less covered with thicket, and the advance 
guard was here fired upon, and Lieutenant Izard of the 
U.S. Dragoons, mortally wounded. He fell, but partial- 
ly recovering himself, commanded his men, with the ut- 
most composure, to “ keep their positions and lie close, ” 
a command scarcely less remarkable than that of the la- 
mented Lawrence, ‘Don’t give up the ei »” Lieuten- 
ant Izard, after five days of suffering, died on the 5th of 
March, and was buried on the banks of the Withlacoo- 
chee—himself a loss too great for the savage foe ever to 
compensate. 
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Lastly, but not the least of the considera- 
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The fight was continued on the 28th, with little or no 

intermission from about 9 o’clock until 1 P. M., when we 


encamped again. During this period the Indians kept} wanted to make peace. The General ordered the offis 
up a continuous yell, except during an interval, when) cer of the guard to answer that if he wanted to say any 
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swered the man, and demanded his designs ; he distinet- 
ly stated that the Indians were tired of fighting, and 
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they retreated fora short time. We lost this day, be-| thing to come in the morning, with a white flag, and he 
side Lieut. Izard, one killed, and Captain Sanders,|shouid not be fired upon. He replied, “very well ;”* 
commanding the friendly Indians, and Captain Armstrong | repeating h-s desire to come in and have a friendly talk, 


of the U.S. schooner Motto, both volunteers, wounded, | and toshake hands. This was soon circulated through- 


the latter slightly. In the evening of this day an express 
was sent to Fort Drane to report !o the officer command- 
ing in that quarter, that the enemy had been found in 
force, andto recommend an immediate movement, cross- 
ing the Withlacoochee some distance above, and thence 
to fall down upon the enemy’s rear, which it was hoped 
would terminate the war.* 

. On the 29th, in the morning, the enemy was silent, but 
the experience of the General looked upon it as ominous, 
and he ordered one-third of the command to remain at 
the breastworks, the remainder of the force being em- 
Ployed in preparing timber and canoes for crossing the 
river. Atabout 90’clock our working parties were fired 
upon, and simultaneously a vigorous fire poured into 
camp from three sides, that nearest the river being the 
only one notassailed. The fiving continued a little over 
two hours, during which we lost one man killed, and 
three officers and thirty non-commission and privates 
wounded. The force of the enemy was estimated at 
twelve hundred or fifteen hundred. General Gaines was 
wounded by a small rifle ball, which passed through his 
lewer hp, making a very slight wound, but knocking out 


out the camp, but from the well known treachery of the 
Indians, we were ordered to be particularly on our guard, 
/and continued so all night. is 
During the day of the 5th we lost one man killed, and 
had two wounded, the only casualties which had occuté 
red since the 29th. On the morning of the 6th, at about 
10 o’clock, about 300 of the Indians filed out from the’ 
river and tock up a position in our rear, about 500 yards 
distant. They were armed, and we were fully in the 
belief that this was a mere feint, supposing the resi-~ 
due of their force in a neighboring hammock ; and we 
were confident of a desperate assault from some other 
quarter. We were at a stand, waiting their movements 
‘some minutes. At length one or two advanced a short 
distance, and after considerrble hesitation on their parts, 
the result of their fears, lest we should entrap them, they 
approached near enough to be heard, and after being join 
ed by three or four others, came within about 200 yards, 
and repeated what had been declared the night before: 
The General then directed a staff officer to go out to 
them, and hear what they had to say. It was soon re- 
orted to the General, that the Indians did not wish to 











one lower tooth and siizhtly fracturing two upper teeth.| fight any more, but they wanted him to retire from the 
This was a most startling incident to ali asseon as known, Withlacoochee. The staff officer was then ordered to 
but affecied every bady amore than the gallant hero him-| return to them, and, in the pshoent language, to tell them 
self, who with the most heart-cheering good humor ob-| the exact truth, as to the force ordered into the country 
served, that it was extremely unkind for the enemy to/|to subdue them; that additional force was expected ev+ 
take a tooth from him which he valued so highly. Lieu-|ery day; that the time was near when every Indian 
tenant Duncan, of the artillery, was slightly wounded, | found with a rifle in his hand, would be shot down. 
and Lieutenant E. Smith, of the Louisiana volunteers,| This was communicated with such explanations as were 
was wounded no less than three times. The enemy at| deemed necessary to "1 it force; and one then said 
length retired in some haste, for, contrary to their cus- | they would go and hold a council, and would assemble 
tom, they left one of their dead, after dragging the body | again in the afternoon to give an answer. In the after: 
some distance; they took his rifle, but we found him | noon they came as before, including, as in the morning; 
wel] supplied with powder and about sixty bullets. the celebrated Powell, and scarce less celebrated Jump- 
The enemy, contrary. to expectation, having crossed | er, with several others, and with the interpreter Abrom. 
the river, it was evidently unnecessary for the troops|The General’s staff officer had with him two or three 
from Fort Drane to go higher up, and accordingly Gen-| others from our camp at the talk. The Indians repeat- 
eral Gaines sent another express that evening, suggest-|ed much of what they had said in the morning ;- that 
ing the expediency of a movement directly to Camp Iz-| they had lost many men by death and wounds, and were 
mf (the name he had given his own camp, ) request- | tired of the war and wanted peace; but as their Gover- 
ing, as he had done by the previous-express, a supply of| nor, as they called him, Micanopi, was not with them, 
six thousand rations of pork, flour, and sugar. On the| they wanted time to consult him. They therefore ask- 
2d, 8d, 4th and 5th days of March, the enemy fired at in-| ed a cessation of the war. ‘The staif officer, havin 
tervals, both day and night, upon our camp, which we, been previously instructed by the General, told the 
secured by breastworks of pine logs, within which most | that if they would engage to cease from all acts of hos- 
of the command enjoyed themselves in conversation, and | tility, retire south of the Withlacoochee, and promise to 
speculating upon probabilities as to whether supplies | attend a council when called upon by the United States 
would reach us, while our sharp-shooters were amusing | commissioners, they should not for the present be mo- 


themselves in picking off the Indians from behind the | lested. They answered, that for themselves they would, 
and did promise all that was required. At that moment 


trees. 
_ As our provisions diminished, we began to inquire into | a noise was heard from that portion of the Indians ata 
the virtues of roots and the comparative excellence of | distance, and they were seen running towards the river. 
horse meat. Ata meeting of officers, all the corn was | It was easy to conjecture the cause. Immediately after- 
thrown into the public crib, and an issue of a pint made to| wards General Clinch, with 500 men and supplies, came 
those men whose bread had beea exhausted. At length/| gallantly on; and his advance guard of mounted men, see- 
bread, corn and meat disappeared, and some of the men |ing Indians, and not knowing the purpose of their bein 

were two days without food. What was then the feelingin | where they were, formed aline promptly to the left, ane 

camp? Let it be recorded to the honor of every man, and _ fired, but the fleetness of the Indians saved them—they 
let no one, from false modesty, hesitate to yield his feelings | were beyond the reach of gun-shot, and were soon oat of 








to the gratification of noble pride, when he recollects that | sight and over the river. 
not a murmur was heard, nora whisper of retreat circu-| Then followed one of the most delightful greetings 
lated from any quarter. Far fromit. Some horses were|imaginable. General Clinch’s force moved onward, and 
killed, and avery delicate piece was brought to the Gen- | was soon within hail of friends; and were we not ‘all 
eral at his tent, who found it remarkably tender and well friends indeed? The new comers were soon divested 
flavored... We felt very well able to maintain ourselves | of their surplus bread, &e., &c., until their haversacks 
at least three weeks, if necessary ; and by that time, at; were emptied, and our command feasted. General 
least, the foree from above must certainly come down,| Clinch brought two days’ supply of pork and bread, 
and the Indians would assuredly be taken. These were | with sugar, besides about forty head of cattle, many: of 
our reflections on the night of the 5th, when, at about 10 | which did not live out that night. £3 
o'clock, we heard some one calling from the woods and| On the 8th a negro man was sent over the river, who 
’ ‘to speak with us. The officer of the guard an- had a wife among the hostiles, with orders to aeconat 
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for his appearance among them in any way he might! 


choose ; to see and talk with them; to ascertain their 
location and wishes. The 9th he did not return, and 
much doubt prevailed as to the position and disposition 
of the enemy. On this day, the 9th, General Gaines 
thought proper to deliver the command over to General 
Clinch. We all regretted, and yet were pleased with! 
the change ; regretted to lose the presence of a tried, ex- | 
perienced, and gallant General, whose deportment coin- 
manded respect, whose judgment insured confidence, 
and whose mild and ainiable inanners won the aitection- 
ate regard of every one; but if a change was deemed 
a public duty, to whom could the command be assigned, 
with so much satisfaction to his troops, as to General 
Clinch, who came nobly to their aid, with all the des- 
patch and all the assistance in his power, and whose 
manners were an index of his generous and heart-ennob- 
ling qualities ? 
.-General Clinch, for reasons assigned in orders, direct- 
ed a movement to this place, to commence on the 10th 
inst., at 10 o’clock. In the midst of a heavy rain the 
march commenced, and the troops moved about seven 
miles and encamped. Inthe evening, the negro man 
who had been sent among the foe, came in, and to our 

eat satisfaction confirmed, in the most precise manner, 
the truth and sincerity of all the Indians had professed. 
He went among them, and found they had inoved some 
fifteen or twenty miles up the river, and had dispersed 
over a space of some two miles or more, in several en- 
eampments. They gave the negro every assurance of a 
pacific disposition on their part, stated that they had or- 
dered their young men to abstain from war, and that 
they had seen our men fishing in the river, and had ab- 
stained from firing upon them. They stated that thirty 
had been kilied in the several Lattles on the Withlacoo- 
chee between the 27th of February and 5th of March. It 
must be observed that no terms have been oifered the 
Indians; and although there can be no doubt of their 
having been broken in spirit, it is yet to be seen whether 
they will suffer the dictation of terms which it is under- 
stood are to.be imposed onthem. It is certainly known 
through the negro man that they do not wish to go west, 
and they may refuse to comply with a requirement to do 
80: 

General Gaines arrived at this place to-day in good 
health. 

I have the honor to be, 
With the highest respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, 

25 Captain U. S. A. 
Hon. Francis S. Lyon, M. C, Washington City. 


LETTER FROM GEN. JESUP. 
From the Globe, April 8. 
Messrs. Bratr & Rives: 


_ GENTLEMEN: I have read the letter of Captain Hitch- 
cock, late Acting Inspector General in Florida, publish- 
ed.in your paper of Saturday, and regret to observe, that 
in the warmth of his zeal for his chief, he attempts to 
throw the responsibility of the movement on Fort King, 
with inadequate supplies, upon the officers of the Quarter- 
master’s Department. Now most men have as much 
as they can do to bear the burden of their own errors; | 
find.it so at least, and I confess, my shoulders are not 
quite broad enough to bear the additional weight which 
Tos oollent inspector seems kindiy disposed to transfer 
tothem. But let him speak for himself. He says, * the | 
General directed his march towards Fort King ; he had 
taken ten days’ rations only, but had reason to suppose that 
a@large supply of stores was at Fort King, the Quarter- 
master having shown him an official letter from the Quar- 


termaster General, advising him that one hundred and 


twenty thousand rations had been ordered to that post ;”’ 
and in a subsequent paragraph he says: “the General, 
contrary to his reasonable expectations, found no sufficient 
supply of stores of any kind.” It is a maxim in war, as 

~gs the science itself, that a General should never 


to secure his communications; but it is the high attri 
bute of genius to be able to dispense with those rule 
which are necessary for the government of ordinar 
inortals; the comimander, however, ‘who disregards 
them, assumes a responsibility which nothing short of 
complete success can justify: reasonable grounds for 
supposing that supplies would be found at Fort King, 
may palitate, but cannot justify, a movement contrary 
to rule, which resulted in failure as this did. 

But let us examine the grounds for the supposition of 
the General. Captain Shannon, the senior Quartermas- 
ter in Florida, had been advised in a letter of the 19th of 
January, from the Quarterinaster General’s Office, that 
a large supply of provisions had been ordered from New 
York to Fort King. The following is an extract from 
that letter of all that relates to the subject. « Large sups 
plies of provisions have been ordered from New York ta 
Fort King.” By comparing this extract with Captain 
Hitcheock’s letter, it will be seen that he has omitted 
the material fact, that the supplies were ordered from 
New York. Now he must pardon me, if not satisfied 
with the precise quantum of truth which he has chosen 
to teil, I claim for the Department the benefit of the 
whole truth. 

General Gaines, we are told, moved from Tampa Bay 
on the 13th of February, just twenty-four days subse- 
quent to the date of the letter to Captain Shannon; a time 
not sufficient to have placed the supplies in depot at Fort 
King, even in the most favorable season of the year, and 
with the land communication entirely free from interrup- 
tions of the enemy. Besides,General Gaines must have 
known that all the settlements in Florida, from near St. 
Augustine to Fort King, had been broken up, or were 
kept in constant alarm by the enemy, and that the whole 


-line of the Ocklawaha, as well as the roads from Palatka 


and Picolata, were liable to be seized and held by Him; 
it must also have been known, that General Scott was in 
the field, and the least reflection must have led any one 
to perceive, that he would hardly a low his supplies to 
go without protection in advance of his force. ‘The daté 
of the letter, the place whence the supplies were neces 
sarily drawn, the state of the roads in Florida, the con- 
dition of that country, and the position of Gen. Scott, 
should all have been considered. Viewing these cir- 
cumstances together, what grounds were there to justify 
the supposition that supplies would be found at Fort 
King? What reasonable expectation of the General 
could have been disappointed, unless indeed he suppos- 
ed General Clinch had obtained supplies before General 
Scott arrived in the country? But if he, at the head of 
a thousand men, was obliged to intrench himself on the 
Ouithlacoochee, and was neither able to open the com- 
munication with his own depot at Tampa Bay, nor to 
keep open that with Fort King, how could he expect 
General Clinch, with less than half that force, even if 
the supplies had arrived at Picolata, to keep open the 
communication, and furnish protection for them on the 
route, when every brigade of wagons or pack horses re- 
quired a military escort? 
The fact is, there was no just grounds for the suppo- 
sition, if it was ever entertained, that supplies would be 
found at Fort King more than sufficient for its garrison. 
Tampa Bay was the proper depot for General Gaines’s 
division. When he left that post for Fort King, the sup- 
plies were abundant; if he chose to leave them there, 
and allow the enemy to cut him off from them, he no 
doubt had reasons sufficient in his own opinion to justify 
the measure; but the responsibility, as well as the honor, 
is all his own. I must be excused from sharing either, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP. 





From the Globe, April 7. 
Despatches from Major General Scott’s headgguar- 
ters in Florida, dated Fort Drane, March 20, havdijeen 
received by the last mail at the Adjutant General’siice, 
of which the following is an extract: 
‘*For the information of the Seeretary of War and 
General in Chief, I addressed you a hasty note on the 





separate himself from his supplies without taking care 


14th. Nothing material has since occurred. This win 
is waiting to give time to Brigadier General Eustis ‘a 
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—— 
Colonel Lindsay to gain their respective positions, Pe- 
laklekaha and Chichuckaty, for the arrival of the wagons 
sent hence to Gary’s Ferry for subsistence, the last of 
which may be expected on the 24th, with (it is hoped) 
some additional teams from Savannah, and for the troops 
from New Orleans to recruit their strength. All these 
objects, I have good reason to hope, will be aceomplish- 
ed by the 26th or 27th inst., although I have not had a 
line from Colonel Lindsay later than his letter dated at 
Mobile, the 13th ultimo. In the mean time, it is confi- 
cently believed that the great body of the enemy re- 
mains in the swamp or cove of the Withlacoochee, about 
the junction of its three branches—say twenty-five miles 
from this place. I send a topographical sketch of that 
vicinity, made by my Aid, Lieutenant Johnston, from 
information received here, and principally from Colonel 
Gadsden, the Quartermaster Goataik of Florida, whom 
T have taken into the service of the United States, and 
my staff, with that rank. His minute knowledge of the 
country and the hostile Indians, together with his gen- 
eral military intelligence, render him a valuable acqui- 
sition. I also expect to derive much valuable assistance 
from Colonel Fitzpatrick, the President of the Territorial 
Legislative Council, particularly if the war should be 
carried into the lower part of the peninsula, with which 
he is, perhaps, better acquainted than any other individ- 
ual in the Territory. He is with me, and is well dis- 
posed to render himself generally useful. 

* You will receive with this, copies of several orders. 
No. 13 was suppdsed to be necessary, in order to be pro- 
vided with the best kind of means to ferret out of the 
swamps, and other hiding places, smail parties of the 
enemy, which may be expected to remain out, after the 
great body of the nation shall be subdued. General 
Woodward and Majors Watson and Flourney, mention- 
ed in that order, are strongly recommended to me, as 
suitable persons to direct the detachment of 500 Creek 
warriors. I trust that this step on my part, may meet 
the — of the War Department. It seemed to 
me to be dictated by a wise discretion, and it will, pro- 
bably, by abridging time, save many valuable lives Sem 
the effects of the summer climate of the lower country. 

‘The order limiting the ration of bread or flour, is 
the direct result of the want of sufficient means of trans- 
ee. and we shall probably be obliged to move 

ence on the 24th or 25th inst with less than eighteen 
days’ subsistence for this wing, which will consist of 
about 1700 fighting men. No murmur has been uttered 
in consequence of that reduction in the rations. All are 
disposed to make any sacrifice which the good of the 
service shall demand.” 


From the Mobile Chronicle, March 26. 


Arrived, schooner Expert, Cozzens, five days from 
Tampa Bay, left on the 19th inst. The troops from 
Alabama under command of Col. Lindsay, marched for 
Fort King on the 15th. Five men had died, and about 
fifteen were left sick in the hospital. The schooners 
Eagle and Magdalen had arrived from New Orleans with 
provisions. Major Sands with about 150 men remained 
at Fort Brooke. 


Tampa Bay, March 20, 1836. 


The United States Revenue Cutter Washington, Eze- 
kiel Jones, commander, arrived at Fort Brooke ( Tampa 
Bay ) on_ the 13th inst. bringing despatches from Gen. 
Scott to Col. Lindsay, since which the Washington has 
been reconnoitering the coast between the river Withla- 
coochee and Charlotte Harbour. On the 16th a detach- 
ment of the Washington’s crew, while on shore at the 
river Manithe, discovered an Indian encampment— 
shortly after, a detachment of twenty-five men, headed 
by Capt. Jones of the Washington, and Capt. Smith of 
the U.S. ship Vandalia, landed and went in pursuit of 
them, and followed them ten miles into the interior, but 
could not come up with them. The Washington has 
now two boais out on an expedition to the Keys in and 


CALIFORNIA. 

In our paper of 28th May, 1835, page 171, we gave an 
extract from the London New Monthly Magazine, being 
the substance of a communication read before the Royal 
Geographical Society; and addressed to the Secretary 
by Dr. Coulter, who had resided two years in Upper 
California. 

It is seldom that we have an opportunity to present a 
description of this region by an American. The adven- 
turous spirit of our countrymen would have penetrated 
long since into the interior of what will at some future 
day be a neighboring province, had the prospect of gain 
held out sufficient allurements. Whenever a permanent 
settlement is made upon the shores of the Oregon, we 
may expect to learn more of a country which is repre- 
sented as being beautiful, fertile and salubrious. 

A gentleman who has recently visited California, has 
furnished a few hasty observations, which we present to 
our readers ; they were. committed to paper from memo- 
ry, in the absence of all notes, and we think will repay 
a perusal. 


California is situated in latitude 20° to 42° north, on 
the Pacific Ocean. The part from 20° to 31° 10/is call- 
ed Lower California, the Peninsula between the Gulf and 
the sea is about seven hundred miles in length, and vary- 
ing in breadth from 30 to 120 miles. It is mountainous 
and barren, except the valleys which are tertile in almost 
all the tropical fruits; the olive, orange, gp soe ni 
fig, and date grow abundantly, and to much perfection. 
About seventy years ago, the Jesuits settled on this 
peninsula; through their religious influence, and with- 
out the assistance of military force, they effected a trea- 
ty, and gained a hold on the affections of the Indians 
hitherto unknown. They built eleven missionary estab- 
lishments in these delightful vallies, where they collect- 
ed the Indians about them and taught them their religi- 
ous views. 

The Spanish Government became jealous of the grow- 
ing influence of the Jesuits in the North and South Amer- 
ican Colonies, and passed a law of banishment against 
them. The Indians took advantage of the dismissal of 
their pastoral leaders, and fled to their wild brethren of 
the North ( which is now called Upper California ) leav- 
ing a small remnant of their people behind. When I 
was last in this region I do not believe there were more 
than three hundred Indians on the peninsula, ( which 
formerly had a population of fifty thousand, ) and but 
two of these missionary establishments occupied by 
priests. The balance are in a state of ruin, except 
one. 

This establishment which time as yet has not been 
able:to deface, in front is 210 feet, running back 55 feet, 
built of hewn stone, 6 feet thick ; the building through- 
out is laid with flag stone; it is one story high, 16 feet 
pitch, covered witha circular arch of stone two feet 
thick. The place is called Saint Bojar, and was the re- 
sidence of the President Jesuit of this region ; but it is 
now entirely abandoned, nota human person living with- 
in thirty miles; it is situated in a lovely valley, about 
half way between the Gulf and sea, the peninsula being 
about 60 miles wide. Approaching south, you cross the 
mountain of San Juan, the highest point of land on the 
Western Coast of North America; here you have a view 
of the Gulf and the “dark blue sea” at the same time, 
together with their hundred islands, the broken and 
mountainous country in rear and front. The mountain 
of Saint Gabriel, with its volcanic fires, and its snowy 
white lava on its base; the desolate and arid soil in the 
neighborhood, together with the magnificent pile of the 


the dark bosom of the valley below, present to the eye 
the most awfully sublime view that man can behold. 





' from Tampa. 
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After leaving the peninsula you come to Upper Cali- 
fornia, which extends from the head of the gulf, lat. 31° 
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the great chain of mountains that divide the waters of 
the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. In Sag California 
there are twenty-one missions; of which nine are at- 
tached to the presidios of Monterey and San Francisco, 
and twelfe to the presidios or Forts of Santa Barbara 
and San Diego; they contain about 45,000 Indian con- 
verts, and were established about forty yearsago. Each 
mission has fifteen square leagues of ground allotted to 
it; the buildings are variously laid out, and adapted to 
suit the number of Indians they contain. Some are en- 
closed with a high wall, while others consist merely of a 
few rows of huts, built with sun-burnt mud bricks ; many 
are white-washed and tiled, and have a neat and com- 
fortable appearance. Each mission has a well built 
church, better decorated in the interior, than the exter- 
nal appearance of some would lead a stranger to sup- 
yose, and is under the management of a priest, who in 

pper California belong to the order of San Francisco. 

There are in almost every mission, weavers, tanners, 
shoemakers, bricklayers, carpenters, blacksmiths, and 
other artificers. Others again are taught husbandry, to 
rear cattle and horses, while the females card, clean and 
spin wool, weave and sew. The children and adults of 
both sexes in all the missions are carefully locked up ev- 
ery nightin separate apartments, and the keys are deliv- 
ered into the possession of the Priest; and as in the day 
time their occupations lead to distant places, they enjoy 
very little of each other’s society, unless they form a ma- 
trimonial alliance. 

The character of the Priests is kind and benevolent, 
they devote almost all of their time to the duties of their 
establishments, and have a fatherly regard for those plac- 
ed under them, who are obedient and diligent. Too 
much praise cannot be bestowed on them, considering 
they have relinquished many of the enjoyments of life, 
and kave embraced an almost voluntary exile in a distant 
and barbarous country. Nothing could exceed the kind- 
ness of these excellent men to their guests, and to travel- 
lers, and they were always pleased to have foreigners 
visit them. 

While I was at one of these missions, eight wild In- 
dians (who had many relatives in the mission) came 
and expressed a wish to join their friends, and receive 
the truths of religion. ‘They were admitted, and a tutor, 
who understood their dialect, desired them to kneel, in- 
forming them he would teach them the names of the per- 
sons composing the Trinity, and that they were to repeat 
in Spanish what he dictated. They being arranged ina 
row, the tutor began, Santissima—Trinidada—Dios—Je- 
su Cristo—Espiritu Santo—pausing between each name 
to listen if the simple Indians, who had never spoken a 
Spanish word before, pronounced it correctly, or any 
thing near the mark. After they had repeated these 
names several times, the tutor added ** Santos, ’? which 
finished the morning’s lesson. They did not appear to 
me to pay much attention to what was going forward, 
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the present authorities, or the country will fall into other 
hands ; as from its situation, with regard to other powers 
upon the new continent, and to the commerce of the Pa- 
cific, it is of too much importance to remain long ne- 
glected. 











FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 





FrencH Srarr.—The composition of the French 
Staff has been fixed on the subsequent footing. It cons 
sists of two classes, the Active (Cadre d’ Activité ) 
and the Veteran ( Cadre de Veterance ). The active 
class is to contain, in time of peace, 240 general officers, 
namely, 80 Lieutenants-generals, and 160 Major-gener- 
als; the officers of this class, whatever may be the 
length of their services, are to be transferred to the Ve- 
teran class, from the day on which Lieutenant-generals 
attain their 66th, and Major-generals their 63d year.— 
The only,exceptions to be, such lieutenant-generals as 
hold appointments conferring the rank of Commander- 
in-chief, and have filled such appointments. The year- 
ly pay to be allowed to officers in the Veteran class is 
fixed at 2801, (7000 francs ) for lieutenant-generals ; 
and 2001, for major-generals. The officers of this class 
may, in time of peace, be onpiegee concurrently with 
those in the Active class, in Military Schools, on the 








and I observed to the Padre that I thought their teachers 
had an arduous task; but he said he never found any | 
difficulty—that the Indians were accustomed to change | 
their own Gods, and that their conversion was in a 
measure habitual to them. Morning and evening mass | 
are daily performed in the mission, and high mass as itis | 
appointed by the Roman Church, at which all the con- | 
verted Indians are obliged to attend. Hides and tallow | 
constitute the principal riches of these missions, and the | 
staple commodity of the commerce_of the country. A pro- | 
fitable revenue might also be derived from grain, were the | 
demand for it on the coast such as to encourage them to | 
cultivate a larger quantity than is required by the Indians | 
attached to the missions. 

Situated in the northern hemisphere, between the par- | 
allels of 20° and 42°, no fault can be found with its cli- 


mate; its soil in general is fertile; forests of oak and | 
pine plains, overrun with cattle; excellent ports and na- | 


Recruiting Service, in the Reserve, on the Re-mount 
Service, &c.; and certain stated allowances are to be 
made them when so employed. In time of war, officers 
of the Veteran class may be appointed to military divi- 
sions and subdivisions, as substitutes for a6 pee be- 
longing to the Active class, who may be called out upon 
field service ; in short, they may be employed.upon any 
kind of service at home.—United Service Journal, 
HuncAarian Army.—A permanent military force, 
consisting of Regiments of the Line and Frontier Regi- 
ments, is constantly kept up. Besides this corps, Hun- 
gary has its noble * Insurrection” in reserve, which is 
called out upon a royal rescript, on extraordinary occa- 
sions. In the year 1741, the kingdom raised at its own 
expense, as pe of this *‘ Insurrection,” six additional 
Regiments of Infantry, amounting to 21,622 rank and 
file, without reckoning the noble Cavalry, the numbers of 
which are not known. During the wars arising out of 
the French Revolution, the “ Insurrection ” was repeat- 
edly called out. The levies were made in 1797, to the 
extent of 17,969 Cavalry, and 3,556 Infantry; in 1800, 
to that of 10,778 Cavalry, and 26,606 Infantry; and in 
1809, to that of 17,214 Cavalry and 21,230 Infantry.— 
This corps may be ordered across the frontiers, but if it 
be not doing service within them, the States of Hungary 
are not bound to maintain it. It was the special duty 
of the nobility of the kingdom to defend their own coun- 
try ; this duty was assigned to them from a remote date, 
and was the recognized title to the immunities which 
they enjoy. But in‘more modern times it was found 
that the nobility could not, or would not keep their part 
of the contract; and thence arose the establishment of 
a standing army, which was first set.on foot in the year 
1715. It is composed of 12 Regiments of Infantry, and 
10 of Hussars and other Cavalry, and consisted, at its 
full complement, of 60,000 rank and file. In time of 
war, however, its strength is considerably augmented, 
and, in that case, the regular military force raised in 


Hungary may be estimated at upwards of 100,000 men, ~ 


including the supernumerary ‘“ Vaquant” Regiments of 
Infantry. : : 
Independently of the military resources, to which we 
have thus briefly referred, there are 13 Frontier Regi 
ments, and a battalion of Csaikists, and 4 Regiments of 
Infantry, and 1 of Hussars, maintained in Transylvania. 
Their united strength is computed by Hietzinger (* Fron- 
tier Statistics,” sec. i. p. 253 ) at 43,000 men in time of 


vigable rivers to facilitate inland navigation; an indus- | peace, and 62,000 in time of war ; the latter was at least 
trious population seems alone requisite to withdraw it | their strength in the year 1515. 


from its present neglected state. It is evident, from the 


From these data it would appear that the whole mili- 


observations which have recently been made upon this|tary foree of Hungary, inclusive of Transylvania, is 
hitherto obscure part of the globe, that this indifference composed of 
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1% to 42° north, on the Pacific Ocean, running east to | cannot long continue; for eitherit must disappear under 
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In Peace. In War. | day, whilst the hull of our shattered and unwieldly.ves- 
60,000 100,600 | sei lay rolling in the trough of the sea, the cry of one of 
40,000 | the look out men, of ‘a ship coming down upon us, 


A regular Standing Militia of 
Army of Insurrection - - 





‘ Frontier Regiments, &c.—- 43,000 43,000 | made those who were holding on under the shelter 
of the weather bulwark, spring from their cover to geta 
Total 103,000 183,000 | peep of the scudding vessel. We jumped upon a car- 


In time of war, there have, however, existed pressing | ronade, and with the greatest difficulty, held on, direct- 
emergencies, when the two countries have altogether] ing our eyes upwards to the position where the stars of 
raisedas many as 232,000 men.—Ibid. the mid-heaven would have been sought for on a calm 

and clear night! and indistinctly saw a dark object upon 
Crap.e or THE Russtan Navy.—The first officers | the ridge of the towering wave, which was approaching 
in the Russian Navy, who received any thing like a sci- | on the weather-quarter. 





the portion which struc 


entific education, were formed about the middle of 
the seventeenth century, by Marcus Martinovich, a 
celebrated Venetian commander, and a native of Pe- 
rasto,in the province of Cattaro, on the Adriatic.— 
When Peter the Great set out upon his tour te the lead- 
ing capitals of Europe, he addressed himseif to the 
Government of Republican Venice, and solicited them 
to permit several young men belonging to the most dis- 
tinguished families in Russia to take up their residence 
in Venice, and study those branches of science which 
might fit them to become skilful naval officers; at the 
same that they might one day be enabled to assist the 
républic in contending against the Turk, who was then 
the most formidable adversary by whom the cause of 
Christianity~as menaced. The Venetian Senate, who 
were not a little proud of the distinction thus conferred 
upon them, not only fitted up a palace for the accommo- 
dation of the young Russians, but appointed Marcus 
Martinovich director of their studies, The talents and 
winning deportment of the tutor acquired him the love 
and confidence of his pupils, and the progress they made 
under him greatly exceeded the expectations of their 
Sovereign. In order to combine practice with theory, 
the Senate, after a while, fitted out a small fleet for their 
use, and placed it under the limited control of Martino- 
vich. The whole establishment was embarked on board 
of it, and their first trip was to the place of his birth 
on the Gulf of Cattaro, where they went throngh their 
first naval exercises in the narrow Straits between the 
islands on that coast; this done, they passed down the 
Adriatic, and visited the shores of the Mediterranean in 
every direction. Upon their return to Venice, Martin- 
evich-pronounced or perfectly competent to enter 
upon their professional duties, and was not only reward- 
ed handsomely by the Senate, but participated largely in 
the Czar’s liberality. He died soon afterwards, viz. on 
the 28th October, 1716, in the fifty-third year of his age. 


_ Five years before his death, he had a large picture paint- 


ed, in which his own portrait and that of his pupils were 
introduced. It is well executed, and represents him 
Sitting at table in a black dress, with his head uncovered, 
and a globe, a hydrographical chart, and a compass on 
the.table. Three of his pupils are standing by his side ; 
the remaining thirteen are sitting and engaged in study- 
‘ing. On one side of this painting, the artist has given 
us the names of the young men, and among them are 
Abraham Frederick (the Empress’ brother,) three of 


the Gallitzins, an Ivanovitch, and a Repnia. When 


Martinovich’s male line became extinct, the heiresses of 
the family property made a present of the painting to the 
town of Pirasta, and it was placed in the principal apart- 
ment of the town hall, where it is now to be seen-— 
( From a letier of Count Fedor Von Karaczah.) 

_ Heteut or Waves.—Among other proofs of the 
incorrectness of the assertion that, no waves rise higher 
than ten feet above the ordinary level, the following vivid 
description is given: ‘During the hurricane experi- 
enced to the northward of Barbadoes by the squadron 


under the command of the late Admiral de Courey, ( on 


July 29, 1805,) the Centaur, a seventy four of the largest 
class, whilst lying-to, had the small boat, (a gig,) 
which was hoisted up at the stern davits, washed away, 
as well as the poop-lantern, by an enormous wave, which 
was elevated many feet above the highest part of the 
ship’s hull as it rushed with impetuous velocity ; 

the ship cleared the poop- 


deck of every thing! On the evening of the second 


The next minute, a large ship 
(the St. George 98 ) dashed close past our stern with.a 
rapidity perfectly astounding ; and before the eye could 


be well turned to leeward, she was almost out of sight. 
The danger was imminent, but for the providential cir- 


cumstance of the St. George’s helmsman catching a mo- 
mentary glimpse of the Centaur, under the foot of the 
former's foresail, our doom, and theirs too, it is probable, 
had been sealed. One spoke of the wheel to port saved 
us, and barely so, for the giant ninety-eight’s proximity 
was alarmingly close, in her desperate flight before the 
furious tempest! If any dependance can be placed 
upon our eye-sight in broad day-light—when much of 
the heightened peril of the storm seemed to have lessen- 
ed with the departure of the night—and from intent con- 
templation, for some hours, of the successive seas as 
these came rushing and doubling onwards,as it were, to 
wipe away with one brush of their curling and foaming, 
the glorious and inglorious works of man, which lay like 
a helpless log at their mercy—we would say, that if.a 
horizontal line had been drawn from the apex of the 
loftiest wave to the ship, it would have intersected the 
mainmast about half way up from the deck; which, 
making allowance for unavoidable error, would give 
about fifty feet for the elevation of the wave.”’—Nautical 
Maguzine. 

SUBMARINE REGISTER BAROMETER, to be used as an 
ordinary deep sea lead.—An instrument, bearing this 
name, has been made and successfully tried by Mr. 
Payne, of the Adelaide-street Gallery of Practical Sci- 
ence. The accuracy with which the rise of mercury in 
descents, and the fall of the mercurial column in ascents, 
in the mountain barometer, is made to denote the heights 
of hills or depths of valleys, is well known. Mr. Payne 
proposes to measure depths at sea by a barometer, which 
differs from the mountain barometer in many particulars. 
It consists of a tube of glass, ( orit may be of iron,) 
close at the top, and filled with one atmosphere of at- 
mospheric air of hydrogen gas. The pressure of the 
water upon the surface of the mercury in the cistern,is 
similar to the pressure of the atmosphere upon the sur- 
face of the mercury in the common barometer ; but the 
water is prevented from absolute contact with the mer- 
cury by apiece of fine membrane. The compression of 
the air in the tube is registered by a float, similar in some 
degree to that of a register thermometer. The glass 
tube,is registered in atmospheres and tenths of atmos- 
pheres, and by tables of corrections for temperature and 
saltness of water, and the depth to which the instrument 
has sunk can be accurately ascertained in pounds weight 
or in fathoms. The instrument which Mr. Payne has 
already made, is graduated from 1 to 45 atmospheres, or 
247 fathoms, by Mr. Gordon, according to the rule by 
which he graduated the portable gas pressure gauges, 
which have of late been found so accurate ; apd by such 


an apparatus the greatest depths may be accurately as- 
certained. 


CuRRENT THROUGH THE STRAIT OF GIBRALTAR,— 
A writer in the Nautical Magazine for September, ex- 
plains thus the current which sets constantly ‘from the 
Atlantic to the Mediterranean through the Straits. of 
Gibraltar. The specific gravity of the waters of tho 
Mediterranean has been ascertained to be 1030; while 


that of the Atlantic is but 1028. The depth between 
Ceuta and Europa point is 4200 feet. A column of water 





of the specific gravity of 1030, and of the height. of 
4200 feet, would balance one of the specific gravity of 
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£928, and of the height of 4208. The dilference of level 


face and equilibrium produced pressure on the water 


have been made.—Journal Franklin Institule. 


ed ona narrative of an expedition across the Andes, and 
‘respecting the commercial advantages to be derived from 


‘tries through which it passes. 


“English papers, of establishing a line of steam packets 
“between the North American continent and Great Britain. 
~The company is formed by the appointment of patrons 
“and directois—the number of the first being eleven and 
‘of the latter nineteen, with power to increase. 


‘fifty pounds each. 
‘ford lieutenant of Irelend, and the Marquis of Lansdowne 
“Jand, Ladbroke & Co. of London, the Northern and Cen- 
- hain. 
‘tenant of Ireland, and has been transmitted to London 


‘for his majesty’s sign manual, which will be affixed as 


_extent, filled up. 


‘toDublin. The distance is only 110 miles, and the line of 
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of the two seas, if a barrier were placed across the sur- 


elow, would be 84 feet. The waters of the Atlantic 
tend to press in therefore, at the surface, whilst the 
‘denser water of the Mediterranean flows out at the bot- 
tom. Observations in proof of such an under-current 





Lieut. W. Smith, and Mr. F. Lowe, R. N. are engag- 
down the Amazon, from Lima to Para, with information 


the navigation of that river, and concerning the coun- 
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~ DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
STEAM NAVIGATION OF THE ATLANTIC.—We have 
at length succeeded in obtaining particulars of the pro- 


ject, so long entertained and so often adverted to in the 





The 
eapital is two millions of pounds sterling, in shares of 
The first patron is Lord Mulgrave, 


is another. The other nine are noblemen. ‘The bank- 
ers are the Bank of Irelan«l, the Provincial Bank of Ire- 


tral Bank of England, and Messrs. Atwood of Birming- 
A charter has been obtained from the Lord Lieu- 


soon as the subscription shall have been, to a reasonable 


The most eligible port on the west coast of Ireland 
has been peloeted for a steam packet station viz: Bitur- 
by Bay, in the county of Galway, from whenee it is pro 

osed to carry arailroad in adirect line through Athlone 


the country presents unusual facilities for the formation of 
a railroad, the country being level and containing abund- 
ance of materials necessary for the construction of the 
work. The average inclination throughout the whole line 
is 1 in 672, and is obtained without great embankments or 
deep cuttings, and will be entirely free from tunnels and 
viaducts. 

The directors announce that they have an offer of as 
much land as will suffice for twenty miles of the rail- 
road, the ground requisite for wharves, docks and shores, 
100 acres of building ground on the margin of Bitur- 
buy Bay, for ever, at a peppercorn rent, and likewise 
the unanimous approval of the land owners along the 
line. 

Proprietors of five shares will be entitled to a free pas- 
saze in the company’s vessels between Liverpool and 
Dublin, proprietors of fifteen shares to a free passage on 
‘the railroad, proprietors of thirty shares to afree passage 
between America and Biturbury, and proprietors of ten 
shates will be entitled to a reductien of ten per cent on 
the current freights by the steam vessels, and the charge 
for the carriage of goods by the railroad. 

Ten Thousand shares have been reserved be special 
agreement, for this country. 

~ Subscribers will not be liable for more than a deposit 
of £1, per share ( which must be paid on allocation of 
the shares ) until the act of Parliament for constructing 
the railroad is cbtained; nor will they afterwards be re- 
sponsible for more than the amount of their respective 
shares, which will be called for by instalments, not ex- 
ceeding £5 per share at any one time, and at intervals 
of not less than two months between each call. 

' Prospectuses of the plans of the undertaking may be | 





obtained of John Davis, No. 2, Rumford Place, Liver- | 


pool, by whom, also, application for shares will be re- 


_ ceived, under seal, and endorsed « British and American | 
“Intercourse Company.”—V. Y. Com. ddvertiser. 


- —_— siemens’ 
CoMMUNICATION ACROSS THE IsTuMUS OF Da. 
EN.—An obliging friend has favored us witha documene 
of some importance relative to a communication by ca- 
nal or rail-way between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceana, 
across the [Isthmus of Darien. It appears that our Con- 
sul at Panama, Col. Charles Biddle, has been specially 
charged by our government to obtain ail the information 
relative to the feasibility, &e. of such a communication, 
as Well as various other matters important to be known 
of Central America; and that in the discharge of his du- 
ty he has addressed queries to a society existing in that 
country called ‘the society of the friends of the coun- 
try,” who have answered those queries and accompa- 
nied their answers by a map showing the profile of the 

country on the proposed line of communication. 

The document is printed in the Spanish language, and 
is somewhat too long to be inserted jn our paper entire, 
but we propose to condense it within the limits of a col- 
umn or a two of our paper. In the meantime we state, 
briefly, that we learn from it that the importations of the 
Republic of New Granada, during the year 


1835, amounted to - + . $178,642 
While the exportations for the same period 
were . - - - 363,869 


—— ee 


Leaving a balance in favor of exportation of $185,227 

Of the exportations $216,108 was coined gold, and 
$13,114 coined silver. 

From the same we also learn that the Province of Pa- 
nama contains 72,665 inhabitants, of whom there are 
10,513 unmarried males above the age of 16, and 13,493 
unmarried females above the same age ;—total 24,006. 
—Philadelphia Herald. 





Mopet or A Dry Docx.—There is exhibiting in the 
Merchants’ Exchange, corner New Street and Exchange 
place, the model of a Dry Dock, invented by Mr. John 
W. Holly, of Stamford, Ct. It is pronounced by judges 
to be a valuable invention, and well deserving of atten- 
tion. The model will remain at the Exchange, we are 
informed for public inspection throughout the week.— 
New York Times. 





We have seen the drawing and mathematical deserip- 
tion of a wheel which, it is alleged, may be set in mo- 
tion by the force of gravity, invented by John Thomas, 
of this city, Naval Architect. The wheel is formed of 
different circles. The power and constant motion is pro- 
duced by fourteen qnadrantals, each revolving on its own 
axis, and so arranged, as alternately to move their cen- 
tres of gravity to and from the centre of motion. The 
following is Mr. T's. description of it.—Louwisville Ad- 
vocate. t 

«*The wheel above deseribed is equal in power to an 
overshot water wheel sixteen feet diameter, nine inch 
bucket, and fifteen feet breast, or a steam engine of Gne 
hundred and seventeen horse power. The power may 
be increased or diminished to almost any degree. 

“« The power of said wheel will apply to the propelling 
of vessels on rivers, lakes, or at sea. To all kinds of 
mills, and other machinery ; to railway carriages, and 
inclined planes and to canal boats. By the use of said 
power the community would be much benefitted. Fuel 
would be saved, consequently freight and passage less; 
and the danger of bursting boilers avoided. The bene- 
fit to boat owners would also be great. 
travel who are afraid of steam boats. The jabor and ex~ 
pense of the fuel, and attending the fire, would be saved. 
The Captain, Clerk, Engineers, Pilots and Mates’ duty 
would not be attended with so much labor, or risk, ag qn 


board a steam boat. The deek-hands would be relieved: 


from the disagreeable duty of wooding. 
Joun Tuomas, Naval Architect. 

City of Louisville, State of Kentucky, Feb. 18th, 
1836. 

Applications for patent rights will be attended to, by 
Messrs. Benedict, Carter, of Louisville, Kentucky, or 
hy William Thomas, Superintendent of the Floating 
Dock, at St. Louis, Missonri. F 


Many would 
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following preamble and resolutions were introduced by 


232 


COMPLIMENTS TO GENERAL GAINES. 
From the Mobile Commercial Register, March 25. 


Ata meeting of the citizens of Mobile, convened at 
the Mayor’s office, the 24th inst. Gen. Everitt, Mayor of 
the city, was called to the chair, and T. Sanford, appoint- 
ed Secretary. The object of the meeting, as stated from 
the chair, was to take measures to pay a merited com- 
pliment to Major Gen. E. P. Gaines, of the U. S. ar- 
my, for his gallantry in the late expedition to Florida. 

The following resolutions were submitted to the meet- 
ing by F. S. Blount, Esq. and unanimously adupted : 

‘Resolved, That we have heard with sentiments of 
lively gratification and pleasure, of the probable termi- 
nation of the war in Florida, and the reduction of the 
Seminoles, by the courage and bravery of Ameriean 
citizens and soldiers. 

Resolved, That great credit and praise is due*to the 
firmness, prudence and military skill of Major General 
Edmund p. Gaines, in bringing the war to a speed 
conclusion ; and that we award to him and his brave of- 
ficers and soldiers in arms, the meed of our approbation, 
and the applause of their countrymen. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to tender 
to Gen. Gaines the compliment of a public dinner, at 
such time as may suit his convenience, as a slight testi- 
mony of the high regard entertained by the citizens of 
Mobile, for his distinguished public services. 

The following gentlemen were appointed said Com- 
mittee : 

F. 8S. Blount, 

George Walton, 











Joseph Bates, Jr. 

Wm. M. Garrow, 

William Jones, Jr. Samuel A. Roberts, 
John Mayrant, J. 


T. Sanford, 

J. R. Blocker, S. V. V. Schuyler, 

. John Milton. 

On motion, the Chairman was added to the commit- 
tee. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
published in the papers of this city. 

JOHN F. EVERITT, Chairman. 

T. Sanrorp, Secretary. ; 

Ata meeting of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
of the city of Mobile, held the 24th March, 1836, the 


Alderman Murray and unanimously adopted : 

Whereas, it is reported on authority not to be doubt- 
ed, that Gen. Epmunp P. Garngs has, by his firmness, 
discretion and valor, reduced the Seminole Indians to 
the necessity of a surrender or susnension of hostilities : 

Be it therefore resolved, That the Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen of the city of Mobile, in common with their 
fellow citizens, highly appreciate the worth, the patriot- 
ism and the cool and determined courage of Gen. Ed- 
mund Pendleton Gaines. 

Be it further Resolved, That the Mayor of the city of 
Mobile be, and he is hereby authorized and requested 
to tender to Gen. Edmund P. Gaines the freedom of 
the City of Mobile, in such manner as he, the Mayor, 
may think best calculated to convey the feelings and 
—_— of this Board and the community it repre- 
sents. 

Beit further Resolved, That the thanks of this com- 
munity are hereby tendered to the officers and soldiers, 
both regulars and volunteers, who were under the com- 
mand of, and so nobly and valorously sustained the com- 
manding General in the Seminole campaign. 
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bee company, the Guards, joined in the procession ; the 





ladies of the city welcomed him as he passed, by the 
waving of their handkerchiefs ; and on entering the Ca- 
pitol, Adjutant General Brown again tendered to him 
an offering of thanks, to the following effect : 


GENERAL,—On behalf of the citizens of Tallahassee, 
I tender to you a cordial and hearty welcome, and assure 
you that it is not more on account of the distinguished 
character which you have so nobly won in your coun- 
try’s service, entitling you to a niche high in the temple 
consecrated to the memory of her chosen sons, than for the 
prompt efforts and personal sacrifices you have made to 
put a speedy termination to a savage warfare, which now 
desolates one portion of our territory, that has elicited from 
them this demonstration of feelings towards you. They 
offer you their plain and simple hospitality with hearts 
full of respect and gratitude ; and pray you to receive 
it in the spirit of kindness which has prompted the offer- 
ing. 

‘To which the General replied very feelingly and hand- 
somely. 

In the course of the evening the Committee selected 
for that purpose, waited upon the General, at the lodg- 
ings provided for him, and invited him to partake of a 
public dinner. This he declined doing, and upon re- 
flection, we are pleased at it. We do not profess to 
know whether in embarking in our cause, he acted with 
or without the express approval, or tacit assent of the 
powers to whom he is accountable ; and as little are we 
advised whetherit was necessary to consult any other 
authority than his own judgment in so doing ; but it may 
be that his services were about to be required elsewhere, 
and none could desire that his duty should be neglected. 
We subjoin a copy of his letter to the Committee, par- 
ticularly calling the attention of our readers to his pro- 
mise, which we hope all parties will remember—that 
he will visit us again. 

Head Quarters, Western Department, 
TALLAHASSEE, March 20, 1836. 

Gentlemen,—In acknowledging the favor of your very 
kind and complimentary note of ery sers, Me date, I have 
to express the deep regret which I feel that the state of 
my engagements, added to the views verbally expressed 
to you last night, oblige me to deny myself at this time 
the pleasure of complying with the invitation with 
which, in behalf of the citizens of Tallahassee, you have 
honored me. I, however, promise myself the pleasure of 
a visit to this place as soon as my duties to the Westward, 
will permit, when I shall take great pleasure in meetin 
at the festive board, and in becoming better acquainted, 
personally, with those worthy citizens who have given 
me so cordial areception, under circumstances which are 
calculated to render their kindness more grateful tome 
than I have any words to express. 

With affectionate respect your friend, 
EDMUND PENDLETON GAINES. 
To Col. John G. Gamble, 
Thos. Easton Randolph, and Committee. 
John Parkhill, 


SEMINOLE WAR. 

Every day brings the campaign nearer to a crisis, and 
it will either be terminated at a single blow, or if the In- 
dians retreat into their fastnesses, they may protract it 
through the summer. 

We subjoin the latest accounts received at the time of 









RECEPTION or Gen. GAINES AT TALLAHASSEE.— 
+ Gaines was received with every mark of respect 
Pallahassee on the 19th ult. The citizens held a 
lic meeting, and a Committee was deputed to invite 

im toa public dinner. He was attended into town by 
a civil and military escort from Tallahassee, and was 
addressed by Gen. Call, and replied, says the Tallahassee 
Intelligencer of the 24th ult. «in a manner strongly 
evincive of the grateful feelings he entertained for the 
kind attention and cordiality with which his arrival 


making up our paper ; before the next is issued, we ex- 
pect to hear of a decisive battle. 


Sr. AueustineE, March 25.—Another rencountre with 
the Indians.—We learn by the arrival of the steam boat 
Santee, from Volusia at Picolata that all the troops had 
concentrated at Volusia on the 22d and had commenced 
crossing the St. Johns. Two companies had crossed and 
advanced a short distance from the river, and piled their 





among us had been greeted. ” That paper further re- 


marks: “ On being escorted into town a squad of our 


arms. Three sentinels were posted over them, and the 
remainder of the companies were laying down when 
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they were fired upon, the three sentinels were killed, 
and seven others were wounded before they had time 
torally. They soon rallied, however, and killed one In- 
dian negro. The force which attacked them was nota 
very large one, and they disappeared before any further 
execution,could be done. The killed and wounded be- 
longed to Capt. Ashby’s company of Col. Brisbane’s 
Regiment of Foot.— Herald. 


A detachment of 200 mounted men had gone off 
south east from Volusia on the morning of the 22d to 
return in the evening. The troops are represented to be 
in fine spirits. 

The plan of operations, we understand, to be as fol- 
lows :—The left wing of the army, consisting of 1600 
men under Gen. Eustis is to march via Volusia to the 
Withlacoochee to reach that point by the 25th ( to-day.) 
Gen. Clinch, withthe right wing 2,000 from Fort Drane, 
and Col. Lindsay with the centre. 1,000 men from Tam- 
pa Bay, to be there at the same time, and it is expected 
if the Indians have not that point, that a decisive en- 
gagement will take place, which will terminate the war. 

Captain Dimick with thirty U. 8. troops arrived here 
on Monday last from Picolata. 

Major Gates, U. 8. Artillery, left Picolata on the 23d 
for Volusia in the steamboat Santee. ~ 


From the St. Augustine Herald. 
POSTSCRIPT. 

SaTurDAY, 26th March.—Important from Volusia.— 
The Steamer SANTEE arrived at Picolata last night from 
Volusia, by which we learn that the detachment of 200 
mounted volunteers which had been sent out under Lieut. 
Col. Butler, had not returned or been heard of up to yes- 
terday morning. Onthe 23d a detachment consisting of 
27 volunteers, and 2 guides were sent in search of them, 
with orders to proceed as far as New Smyrna, and on 
their way, about 6 miles from Volusia, they fell in with 
a party of about 16 Indians, in an open pine barren 
about 2 miles from any thicket or scrub. They attack- 
ed'the Indians and killed one and wounded another, 
when the Lieutenant Commanding the detachment or- 
dered aretreat for a reinforcement. We are informed 
that every man in the detachment behaved admirably, 
and the whole party of Indians might have been taken 
orcut up ‘had it not been for the conduct of the officer. 
Acourt martial was ordered to try him immediately. 
Gen. Eustis has been detained at Volusia, waiting for 
the return of Col. Butler’s detachment and a want of 
guides, and has thus been unable to comply with Gene- 
ral’s Scott’s orders to meet him at the Withlacoochee on 
the 25th. Col. Butler had two good guides with him 
when he left Volusia. 

General Eustis has sent to town for more guides. 
Extract of a letter received by a gentleman of Savannah 
dated Voxustra, March 27th, 1836. 

« The left wing of the army of Florida, Brig. Gene- 
ral Eustis, crossed the St. Johns yesterday, and marched 
this morning for the seat.of war. 

Col. Butler’s command for whose safety so much anx- 
iety was manifested has returned safe. Their detention 
was caused by bad roads. Three guides have arrived to- 
day from St, Augustine to accompany the Army. 

The mounted men sent in pursuit of Col. Butler, en- 
gaged a body of Indians, and but for the cowardice of 
the Lieutenant the whole force would have surrendered 
to them. The Indians were entirely run down by the 
horses when he made his men retreat. Three of the In- 
dians were begging for mercy. 

The whole number of troops here before the move- 
ment was fifteen hundred, including 750 horse.” 


HeAp QuarTerS—Right Wing of the Army, 
In Florida at Fort Drane, 
Ff&srvaArRY 27, 1836. 
ORDER. ; 
Captains Bryan and Floyd’s companies of Georgia 


4 


— a nd 
| will command. On arriving at Picolata, he will report 
|to Major General Scott, (or the officer in command 
there) for further orders. 





will expire in a few days, Brig. Gen. Clinch avails him- 
self of this occasion to express his sense of the patriotic 
feeling which prompted them, at the call of their suffer- 
ing neighbors in Florida, to abandon the comforts of do- 
mestic life, and the urgent demands of business, to fl 
to their assistance. The sacrifices and services of their 
companies are duiy appreciated, and the General is hap- 
py in having it in his power to add his testimony of 
their good conduct —their cheerful obedience to orders, 
and the promptness with which they have performed 
the duties assigned to them. He bids them adieu, with 
his warmest wishes for their speedy return to their fami- 
lies, and for their future prosperity. 
. By order of Brig. Gen. Clinch, 
C. M. THRUSTON, 
Capt. and Act’g. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 








— 





WASHINGTON CITY; 
Fe ME Mii niscvectensstvastibibeTigatincae’ APRIL 14, 1836. 


The Norfolk Beacon of Monday last states that the 
U. 8. sehr Grampus, Lieut. Com. Boarman, bound to 
the West Indies, went to sea from Hampton Roads on 
Friday morning last, and after proceeding to the edge of 
the Gulph, sprung aleak, which compelled her to return. 
She anchored in Hampton Roads on Saturday, and will 
come up first fair wind. 








es 


Coasr Survey.—Lieut. Geo. S. Blake is ordered to 
the command of the U. 8S. Schr. Experiment, on the 
survey of the coast, and the following Passed Midship- 
men, as assistants,—W. Lambert, O. Tod, Z. Hollands 


T. A. M. Craven. 

Passed Midshipman T. A. Jenkins ordered to report 
to Mr. Hassler, as assistant on the coast survey; and 
Passed Midshipman Wm. H. Ball as assistant to Lieut. 
T. R. Gedney. 





Gen. Garnes arrived at New Orleans on the 28th ult. 
and left on the same afternoon for Fort Jesup. Lt. Col. 
Twiggs, of the 4th Infy. U.S. A., arrived at Augusta, 
Geo., on the Ist inst. ; 


Merit Jorpan, Esq., has been appointed Natval 
Storekeeper at the Navy Yard, Gosport, Va., vice Ga’pri- 
el Galt, deceased. ; 








ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. | 

April 7—Lt. F. H. Smith, 1st Arty. Mrs/ Beale’s. 
Lt. R. M. Renick, 4th Arty. - Fulter’s. 

9—Capt. D. Hunter, Dragoons, Gadsby’s. 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Norfolk, April 1, 1836. 
NAVY. 
Captain Ballard Comm’t Chas. Boarman 
Lieut. Duncan Lieut. Howison 
Midshipmen Patten, Lockert 4, Tilghman, 
Wayne, Cocke, Rose, Maury, Bowland, Piper, 










Taytor, 


Bryan. On board ship Delaware—Handy John, RB 
O. P. Wainwright Richard, Rodgers Wm. Act’g. Gun- 
ner. 


PASSENGERS ARRIVED. 
CHARLESTON, S. C., eo 4—per ge asey South 





volunteers will form the escort of the provision train to 
proceed to Picolata to-morrow morning. Captain Bryan 


Carolina, from Norfolk, Major J. F. Heileman, U. 8. 
Army, and Captain Thomas Paine, of the Navy. 


As the period for which their companies volunteered | 


B. J. Moeller, A. L. Case, C. W. Morris, T. A. Budd,. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 


THE NEW INFANTRY TACTICS. 


Puiro-Crarirrait, in the absence of his friend 
CrairRFAtit, to the Epiror of the Army and Navy 
CHRONICLE. 

If Cratrrait has whiled away the entire spring 
and summer of the Army and Navy Chronicle, H1np- 
MAN has taken up its columns during the whole autumn 
and winter ; and we think we may safely putto it a ques- 
tion to the military community— Who has been einploy- 
ed most profitably ? Almost as soon as the translation ap- 
peared, CLAIRFAIT seized and analyzed it ; he compar- 
ed it with the old system, which has met with the ap- 

robation of almost every one, who is acquainted with 
its practice, and by these means showed conclusively, 
that little or no improvement had been made—or, rather, 
that no improvement had been sufficiently great, to war- 
rant an alteration ; exposed several egregious blunders, 
that ought, at least, to have escaped a practised eye; 
but which, being kindly pointed out, should not have 
been persisted in, or have appeared in the edition pre- 

ared for the army. And now, let us enquire what vo- 
luminous HinpMAN has effected? Forgetful of the truth, 
that ’tis not by saying much, that much is proven, he has 
sent forth a mass of trash, not unlike the work which it 
is intended to defend—which is read by few, and we ven- 
ture to ma reves of by none. Because the French 
Commission did so and so, and adopted such a maneuvre, 





does it make the manwuvre correct ? Are we to follow | 


blindly the steps of individuals, which are evidently er- 
roneous? Without proper examination, and without the 
shadow of practice, are we to adopt manceuvres, which 
circumstances forbid, and which cannot be supported 
by asingle sound argument? Instead of answering the 
questions proposed by Crarrrait, Youne FoGcram 
and Enquirer, particularly those of the latter, H1np- 
MAN says the Commission did so—they reported in this 
manner, and forsooth it mustbe right. This is too dog- 
matic, and will not be conceded to, even in a military 
community. Neither the defence nor the system will es- 
eape the scrutiny of the graduates of the Military Acad- 
emy, (particularly the eléves of Worth) who are taught 
to enquire for the reasons of things, and to investigate 
before they adopt. Instead of taking the friendly sug- 
genes of one who has made Infantry Tactics a study 
or some time, who has had daily practice, and who wish- 
ed perfection in the maneuvres, intended for the army, 
the translator, or HinpMAN, sneeringly calls CLAIRFAIT 
and Younc Foeram croakers, produced under the 
“green mantle ” “of a calm world and a long peace. ” 
Be not hasty, nor use rash words. If CxiarrFaiT be 
apt able to drive and whip the Florida Indians from 
thir territory with fifty men, it follows not that he is in- 
taney of judging of the use and practicability of in- 


+ 


fanty maneuvres. 
The defender of “‘ our book of 1835 ” commences in 

his pamphlet, (matter the same as appeared in the suc- 

, ©essivé numbers of the Chronicle) by an unnecessary 
history %€ the Tactics from a period prior to the organi- 
zation of the government, tothe present time. And for 
what purpose ? Every officer knows that little instruc- 
tion and still less uniformity obtained inthe army, before 
the system of 1825 was introduced, and instruction giv- 
en according to it, by the graduates of the academy. 
This we pass over, and come to the paragraph in which 
poor Macdonald is made ignorant of the French, and La- 
croixof the English language. Admitting this to be so, 
their respective works cannot have failed to produce 
confasion in the military instruction ; bat by no means 
80 extensive, as that whose compiler understood neither, 

-vashas been already shown, in former numbers on the 
sibject, unnecessary as it was, being too apparent to 
escape the’ merest tyro in English or French. 

‘ The fulsome boasting of the “ glorious victories 
achieved by our arms in the memorable campaigns of 

' Niagara’’ is just as unnecessary tothe defence of the 
Tactics, as the history above alluded to. 

-, Who presented the questionto the War Department, 
“Shall we revise our Tactics? * Who insinuated that 
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it must be submitted to a certain individual alone, or*he 
would have nothing to do with it? We desire informas 
tion. 

Is it more certain that an officer at the “head of some 
thirty men, ” or even less, should display ignorance of 
military principles, in a greater degree, than one, at the 
head of a brigade? The military academy, thank for- 
tune, has determined otherwise. The citing of Onesand+ 
er, Vegetius, &c, or, even the concurrence of the military 
scrutinizing boards twice convened, cannot make this 
evident, any more than the efforts of Hindman can bol- 
ster up the Tactics, and make them pass down whole, 
clothed in the fascinating dresses of blue, red, and green. 
A word about the mode of examination by the ee 
of i and intelligent officers. One of the members de- 
clared that he had not looked at the system—that he 
trusted to the reputation of the author. Good!  ° 

We come now to No. II. of the “ Defence. ” j 

In relation to the certainty and promptness of manceu- 
vres, we agree in every respect with Hindman. But, 
why has not this rule been followed out ? Some of the 
*‘ weaker brethren ’’ perhaps, can answer this interroga- 
tory. , 

It is said that “the objection in the United States to 
the discretionary third rank can only be referred to.-a 
want of experience.”’ We beg leave to differ, and say 
that experience on the contrary, has shown us how vicious 
the three rank formation is. Why, allow us to ask, was 
it suspended by the War Department? Because, allow 
us to answer, the experiments of one of the very: few ab- 
serving oflicers of the board, proved how few effective 
fires were made by the second rank, and, that.a stil 
smaller number was made by the rear rank, to say noth- 
ing of the wounds inflicted by its men, on their com- 
rades of the front. Did not NAroLeon, on aceountof 
his hospitals abounding with such unfortunates, insti- 
tute enquiries to ascertain whether his men did not inten- 
tionally maim themselves to avoid duty ? Was not the re- 
sult found to be, that the rear rank, not sufficiently care- 
ful in firing, did the damage ? And if Napoleon’s sol- 
diers were not carefully drilled, whose are ? 

Not knowing certainly, at this moment, whence we 
got this information, the author is not cited, lest, in 
an after defence, HinpMan should again harp up- 
upon “a seasoning slight of lucubration,”’ as when A 
found that Napier, in his History of the Peninsular War, 
did not condemn the three rank formation. 


We are, however, supported in our opinion, on this 
subject, by one whose ideas are by no means crude, 
nor experience slight, and whose work, perchance, may 
have come under the eye of HinpMAN ; we allude to 
the «« Memoirs of Napoleon, ” from which is extracted 
the following : 


“The fire of the third rank is allowed to be imper- 
fect, and even hurtful to the first and second ; the front 
rank is required to place one knee on the ground in fir- 
ing by battalion, and in independent firing, the third rank 
charges the muskets of the second. This order is bad ; 
the infantry ought to be drawn up in two ranks only, be- 
cause the musket allows of firing only in this order ; jit 
would be necessary for this weapon to be six feet long, 
and chargeable at the breach, to enable the third rank to 
fire with effect. ” 

To the above may be added the well attested fact, that 
no man will fire a gun, charged by another, with the 
same confidence, as if he had done it himself and there- 
fore the third rank should not be thus employed. 


No. III. of the defence. 


«Inthe new Tactics with a view to harmony, charge a@ 
volonté is translated LOAD AT WILL. ” 

For the army’s sake, we wish harmony had been in 
view throughout the work. But this, as has been fully 
shown, is unfortunately not the case. In another part 
of the *« defence ”’ it will be seen, it is intended that the 
words of command are to “ fully indicate the move- 
ments.’’ By “load at will ’ what is understood ? Be 





as long or short a time as you choose loading, might 





be the interpretation, unless differently explained inthe 
following paragraph. Therefore, we say, commarids 
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scarcely ever explain the movement, and moreover that 
such explanation is not necessary. 

The impossibility of «‘ stacking arms ” by the direc- 
tions in the new Tactics has been made manifest. The 
only fault then to be found is, thatthe necessary correc- 
tion _was not made in the army edition. 








. <The use of the « balance step ” is so necessary for 
making good steady marchers, that it is still practised at 
the military academy, and at other posts, for aught we 
know, the new Tactics to the contrary notwithstanding. 
‘<The fact of having treated of the paragraphs of the 
“Defence ” in rezular succession, must account for the 
brokenness of this communication, which, with your 


consent, we propose to continue in a future number. 
“$3 PHILO CLAIRFAIT. 





““SuBALTERN ” is not the author of the remarks in 
the Chronicle of the 24th March, defending his “« mathe- 
matical calculations,” nor does he understand why he 
should be so “ professedly ” considered, when there was 
Subaltern does 
not know their author, but be he who he may he is wel- 
Having carefully examined his 
upper developments, Subaltern discovers nothing re- 
amarkably indicative of destructiveness, and he would 
very much prefer that others than himself should give 


**no signature, nor his hand writing.” 


come * to the rescue.”’ 


the reproving nod to “ Fates idle shears.” 
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or other supplies are to be obtained, they are the cover- 
ing party; if reconnoitering is the object, or a convoy 

to be intercepted, they are peculiarly well calculated to 

elfect the end; and ina general engagement, they are 
the first to commence the action, and conceal the move- 
ments of the line. If necessary, they can be united 
with the Infantry battalions ; when having been accus- 
tomed to every danger, they are the more steady, and 
the first to animate their companions to victory. Skill- 
ed in the open ard extended order, and taught to avail 
themselves of every cover, whether of grass, trees, 
thickets, or hillocks, in order to conceal themselves and 
to take advantage of the enemy, they are well calculated 
to operate successfully against savages. Such a corps, 
well organized, and instructed, would have been an in- 
valuable auxiliary in conducting the recent operations in 

Florida. 

In presenting this subject for consideration, it is with 
no expectation that a light infantry corps could be or- 
ganized in time to render any aid in the operations now 
carried on in Florida. Ere this, I trust, the Indians in 
that quarter are subdued, and the war at an end. But in 
reference to the future, and to guard against scenes be- 
ing enacted similar to those which have recently occur- 
red in Florida; on the western and northern frontier, 
where we have a large body of Indians concentrated, 
which will be greatly increased by emigration from the 








.2"He is not anxious to sunder the thread of life, either | east side of the Mississippi, I would most earnestly re- 


with shears or sword; especially would he regret the loss 





commend a light Infantry corps. Whether the army is 


of those who had « done the country good service,” even | increased or not, such a corps should be immediately or- 


did they reach the Methuselean age'which his mathemati- 
cal calculations, it is said, would lead to. 
-not, these dames, having characters to preserve, will do 


their duties, regardless of winks and nods of us poor 
smortals. 


-:sSubaltern makes this explanation lest the pleasantry 
-af his unknown friend might possibly be misunderstood. 


“**Ft-is very strange that “ Subaltern ” should not know 
who is the author of the remarks, which appeared in the 
Chronicle of the 24th ult. The private note to the edi- 

tor, which accompanied those remarks, commences thus : 

-«T send you, at the request of Mr. ( your corres- 

, pondent Subaltern ) this piece for publication, which he 

désires you will be good enough to give the earliest pos- 
sible insertion.” 





*.“:The communication was in the hand writing of O. P. | 


a. and being sent at the request of Subaltern, led us 
-to. make the remark that there seemed to be a mutual un- 
‘derstanding between these two writers.— Editor. 





_ 


a LIGHT INFANTRY. 
__. The following communication appeared a few days 
-since in the Globe, and is republished at the request of 
. the writer. . 


“© The recent disasters in Florida, not only show a want 
of force, but a great defect in the organization of our 
nilitaty establishment. 
~ “Phe most useful troops in time of war are beyond all 
question Light Infantry. The want of such a corps, 
‘4well organized and disciplined, it will not be denied, was 
“most seriously felt during our last war with Great Bri- 
‘tain, and more especially in our late warfare with the In- 
dians. - In Europe, a country by no means so favorable 
as the United States for the employment of this species 
-of-troops, they are considered indespensable in the or- 
ganization of every army. Whether received in a com- 
-pact, open or irregular order, they have always appear- 
.ed,equally conspicuous and usefnl in the field of battle. 
-y, Af an army.is to invade an enemy’s country, their ac- 
.tivity and vigilance, place them in front and on the 
flanks, to protect it from the enterprise of the enemy ; 
if it is retreating, they are in.the rear to prevent assaults, 
-and close pursuit ; ifencamped, they are the outposts of the 
amy ; if a village, a height, or an important defile is to 
-be seized, they are the first. to'take possession ; if forage 


He doubts | 





ganized. Indeed every infantry regiment stationed on 
the Indian frontier should be taught practically light in- 
fantry tactics, which should be the primary instructions. 
It embraces activity, vigilance, concealment, and strata- 
gem, and consequently the only corps, perhaps, well cal- 
culated to contend with Indians. The instructions of 
light infantry and riflemen are the same. The only dif- 
ference is in thearms One uses muskets, and the other 
rifles. Such a corps, or corps, with a few light, lon 
12-pounder brass howitzers, directed by artillerists, a 
the dragoons, with the present regiments of infantry, 
would, I have little doubt, give protection to the inhabi- 
tants residing on our Indian frontiers. Without, how- 
ever,such a corps, or such instruction to the troops sta-. 
tioned to guard the Indian frontier, we may always look 
for disaster, disgrace and defeat, when contending against 
an enterprising and savage foe. The instruction and 
discipline as here contemplated are not very dissimilar to 
that practised by the Indians when skilfully command- 
ed, as in the case of Pontiac, Tecumseh, Black Hawk, 
or Powell, whose warfare was that of activity, vigilance, 
concealment, stratagem, and Surprize. j 





Ss 
PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, ; 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, #e. 


IN SENATE. 











Fripay, April 1. 
Mr. Rives presented the petition of the heirs of the 
late Major Swan, Paymaster General of the United States 
Army, which was referred to the Committee on Claims. - 
Wepnespay, April 6. 
The following bill from the House was read twice and 
referred: 
A bill to renew the gold medal struck and presented to 
General Morgan, in honor of the battle of the Cowpens. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Saturpvay, April @. 

Mr. Gittet, from the Committee on Commerce, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was agreed to: © 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
report to this House, the state and condition of the various 
works of internal improvement mentioned in the bill num- 
bered 297 ; giving an account of the history of each, as re- 
ported to Congress ; the amount appropriated and expended 
on each ; the original estimate ; the amount now estimated 
to finish each work ; and stating whether the original esti- 
mates were designed to defray the expense of making the 
works permanent, or whether'they were to erect tempo- 
rary works as experimental ; whether the constraction of 
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harbors is necessary for carrying on the commerce on the 
the lakes, and whether the works constructed or being con- 
structed, have answered the purposes for which they are 
designed. 

The House then went into committee, Mr. Warp in the 
Chair, on the joint resolution to renew the gold medal 
struck and presented to General Morgan, in honor of the 
battle of the Cowpens. 

The House again went into committee, Mr. P. C. Futter 
in the Chair, on the following bills : 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Forbes, a spy in the 
late war ; 

A bill granting pensions to Theophilus E. Beekman, late 
Ist lieutenant 41st regiment United States infantry ; 

A bill granting a pension to Col. Gideon Morgan ; 

A bill allowing rations to Brigadicr General John E,. 
Wool, Inspector General United States Army ; 

The Committee rose and reported the foregoing bills, 
with the exception of the bill for the relief of Gen. Wool. 

The remainder of the bills referred to the Committee of 
the Whole, were ordered to be engrossed, and read a third 


time. 
NAVAL SERVICE BILL. 
‘ Monpay, April 4. 

In pursuance of the special order of the 26th January, 
on motion of Mr. CAMBreLeNG, the Honse then resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, Mr. Hamer in the chair, and resumed the consider- 
tion of the bill making appropriations for the naval service 
of the United States for the year 1836. 

The question pending, was the motion of Mr. Bell to 
strike out the following item : 

‘For the improvement and necessary repairs of the na- 
vy yard at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, sixty-seven thou- 
sand dollars.” 

Mr. Jarvis, who was entitled to the floor, rose and ad- 
dressed the House at length. 

Mr. Roserrson obtained the floor, and on motion of 

Mr. Peyton, the committee rose and reported. 

The Sreaxer laid before the House a communication 
from the War Department, in answer to a resolution of the 
House of the 17th of January, 1835, transmitting a state- 
ment and details from the 2d and 3d Auditors, exhibiting 
the items of pay and allowances to officers of the army for 
the two fiscal years ending September, 1834, which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The following is the committee to which was referred 
the bill from the Senate entitled ‘‘ An act to purchase the 
right to use the apparatus invented and patented by Boyd 
Reilly, for applying gas or vapor to the human body, in thé 
naval and military service, in the hospitals, and in the pen- 
itentiary of the United States :” 

Messrs. Reed, Thompson, of Ohio, Mason, of Maine, 
Taliaferro, Schenk, Williams, of Kentucky, Joshua Lee. 

Tvespay, April 35. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Bett to strike 
out the appropriation for the navy yard at Portsmouth, 

Mr. Rosertson, being entitled to the floor, rose and ad- 
dressed the House at length; but gave way at the usual 
hour of adjournment, for a motion made by. Mr. Srorer 
that the committee rise ; which was agreed to. 

Wepwespay, April 6, 

Mr. Jarvis, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported with an amendment, the bill from the Senate, pro- 
viding for deepening the bar and constructing a dry dock at 
Pensacola; which was committed. 

Mr. Guascocx, from the Comunittee on the Militia, re- 
ported a bill to provide more effectually for the national 
defence, by organizing and arming the militia, and provid- 
ing for disciplining the same ; which was read twice and 
committed. 

NAVAL SERVICE BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House, in further 
execution of the special order of the 20th of January, re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, Mr. Hamer in the chair, and resumed the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for the 
naval service of the United States for the year 1836. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. Bett. 

Mr. Rosertson resumed his remarks, and concluded at 
half past three o’clock ; and 

Mr. Vanoerpoet obtained the floor, and after proceeding 
for some time, he gave way to 

Mr. Howarp, who moved that the committee lay aside 


ene a . — 
discriminating duties upon Dutch and Belgian vessels, and 
their cargoes, &c., which he believed would elicit no dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. CAMePRELENG objected, and 

Mr. VANDERPOEL proceeded with the subject of the sur- 
plus revenue, and viewed at length the various schemes 
proposed for its distribution. 

Mr. Srorer obtained the floor. 

Mr. Wise rose, and moved that the Committee rise. 

Mr. Storer had no objection to procceding to-night, or 
to the question being taken on the amendment by the Comi- 
mittee at once, with the assurance that he should have the 
opportunity of addressing the House to morrow. 

Ir. Bev suggested, if it were consistent with the views 
of the Chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, to 
give to-morrow to the discussion of this bill. Mr. B. was 
not disposed to throw any difficulties in the way of its pas- 
sage, and he did not think there would be any farther delay 
to its progress, as those gentlemen who wished 4o speak on 
the topics that had been discussed, would have some other 
opportunity of doing so. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the question would at once be 
taken on the amendment. 

Mr. Wuaire of Florida, appealed to Mr. Bell to withdraw 
his amendment to afford him (Mr. W.) an opporiunity 
of offering the one of which he had given notice some weeks 
sinve, for an appropriation for the harbor at Pensacola. 

Mr. Jenirer ( Mr. Storer having given way ) renewed 
the motion that the Cemmittee rise. 

Mr. Boon moved to amend the motion by adding the 
following words: ‘‘ and report the bill to the House. ” 

The motion was lost—ayes 49, noes 77. 

Mr. Srorer then proceeded to reply to the remarks of 
Mr. Hawes, of Monday last, on the subject of the Kentucky 
resolutions. 

After proceeding in his remarks until a few minutes 
after six, P. M., Mr. Sroner gave way to 

Mr. Lewis, who moved that the Committee rise. 

PO being appointed, there appeared yeas 26, nays 

No quorum voting’, the committee rose and reported that 
fact to the House. 

Mr. Wise moved an adjournment. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked for the yeas and nays on the 
motion, which were ordered, and were, yeas 33, nays 80. 

No quorum voting, Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested that a 
quorum was present, as several members had come in dur- 
ing the call for the yeas and nays. 

Tellers being appointed, 121 members were ascertained 
to be within the bar, who, constituting a quorum, the House 
again went into committee. 

Mr. Srorer resumed his remarks in reply to Mr. Hawes, 
and concluded his remarks at half past 8 o’clock, P. M. 

The amendment of Mr. BExL, to strike out $67,000 for 
the navy yard at Portsmouth, N. H., was then negatived 
without a count. 

Mr. Wutrs of Florida moved the following amendment : 

‘** For wharves and their appendages at the navy yard at 
Pensacola, as recommended by the Sccretary of the Navy, 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

** For powder magazine, seventeen thousand dollars. 

** For wall or enclosure of brick three yards high, and 
a half yard thick, as recommended by Commodore Dallas, 
twenty-four thousand dollars. *’ ‘ 

After some further remarks from Messrs. Wuire, Wise, 
Jarvis, and Parker, the amendment was then rejected, 
tellers being appointed ; yeas 58, nocs 68. 

Mr. Everett then moved to reduce the item of $67,000 
for the navy yard at Portsmouth, N. H.,to ¢ 4,000, re- 
marking that the latter sum would leave a sufficiency for 
the necessary repairs of that station. 

The amendment was rejected without a count. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Committee then 
rose and reported the bill and amendments to the House, 
and on motion of the same gentleman, 

The House adjourned at half past nine o’clock, P. M. 
Tuurspay, April 7. 
Mr. Harrison, of Missouri, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported the following joint resolution : 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby directed 
to be caused to be surveyed, by a sufficient number of com - 
petent Engineers, the inundated lands on the Mississippi 
river, the Missouri, the St. Francis, the Arkansas, and 
river, and that he report to Congress as soon as the same is 
done, the practicability of reclatming the same, and of re- 











this bill for the present, and take up the bill respecting 


moving the obstructions from said rivers ; the best mode of 
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doing the same ; the amouat of money which it will cost to 
accomplish it; the quantity, quality, and estimated value 
of the lands that may be so reclaimed; and the effects 
which such works may have upon the health and prosperity 
of the country. 

The resolution was read twice. 

Mr. Wee inquired of the gentleman from Missouri, 
whether the resolution proposed to survey all the inundated 
lands on the Mississippi river, and its tributaries ? 

Mr. Harrison, of Missouri, remarked that this subject 
had been before Congress for several years, and the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands had carefully examined the sub- 
ject and had submitted a long report in relation to the same, 
which he should move to have printed. The information 
in possesion of the committee was imperfect ; but it was be- 
lieved that twenty millions of acres of land jof the best 
quality, on the Mississippi river and its tributaries, which 
was now either inundated or covered with swamps, might 
be reclaimed. The committee had, however, assumed 
that there were certainly ten millions of acres thus situ- 
ated, which would, if reclaimed, sell for 5 dollars per acre, 
and yield 50,000,000 dollars. The entire cost of reclaim- 
ing and surveying these lands, would be from two to three 
millions of dollars. The subject was one of much import- 
ance, and he would move to commit the resolution, and re- 
port toa Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and that the same be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NAVAL SERVICE BILL. 


The Honse then took up the bill making appropriations 
for the naval service of the United States for the year 1836, 
reported from the Committee of the Whole with sundry 
amendments, which were severally coneurred in. 

Mr. Wuire of Florida, renewed the amendment offered 
by him in the Committee of the Whole, on the subject of 
the navy yard at Pensacola, and after afew words in its 
support, he asked for the yeas and nays thereon, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. CAWBRELENG opposed it on the ground that it had 
not been referred to the regular standing committee, the 
Committee of Ways and Means, which was the ordinary 
eourse. 

Mr. Speicut understood the gentleman from Virginia, 
( Mr. Wise ) to state last night that the substance of this 
amendment was reported in another bill now before the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Wise repeated in substance his explanation of last 
evening, that there was a bill embracing the same objects ; 
not in the same words, “ for building a wall,’’ but for con- 
structing a hydraulic dock, which, of course, included a 
wall. They were not separate objects, but belonged to 
each other. 

Mr. Spetaut hoped then the gentleman from Florida 
would withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. Jarvis again explained that the items in the amend- 
ment had not been made up fram a Captain in the navy. 
The necessary estamates had not been furnished to the De- 
partment, nor was there a recommendation for them from 
the Secretary of the Navy. The additional bill embraced 
all that was necessary for the present year. 

Mr. Parker recited the provisions of the supplemental 
bill reported by the Commitice on Naval Affairs, for re- 
moving the bar at Pensacola, $75,000 and for constructing 
a hydraulic dock, or inclined plane, $125,000 objects en- 
tirely different from those contemplated by the amendment 
of the gentleman from Florida. He also quoted the letter 
of the Secretary of the Navy of 12th February last, and 
briefly supported the amendment on the ground that the 
works contemplated by it were as indespensable as those 
approved of. He thought also that the House might act on 
the subject without waiting for the recommendations of the 
Department. 

r. GARLAND of Lou. supported the amendment. 

Mr. Ripcey also supported the amendment, and gave a 
statement of the amount of commerce on the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, both domestic and foreign, to show the importance of 
a naval station of the first grade being constructed and kept 
up there. 

Mr. GarLanv of Louisiana sent the following letter 
from Com. Dallas, to be read from the Clerd’s table ; 


U. S. Fricate tera ge 
Pensacola Bay, 16th February, 1836. § 

Dear Sir: You ask my views as to the necessity of a 

dry dock at Pensacola, and flatter me by supposing that an 

opinion, expressed by me, would have weight in obtaining 

an appropriation for that object. You are well aware of 

the views J entertain in relation to this position as a naval 





depot on the most extensive scale. Pensacola is, in my 
opinion, the only point south of the capes of Virginia at 
which any attempt should be made to that ene, Other 
points there certaialy are, where our commerce and the 
navy might find temporury relief from stress of weather, 
or from an enemy. Such positions no doubt could be found ; 
indeed are already known, viz; the Tortugas, for vessels 
of all classes, and Charleston, South Carolina, for sloops of 
war. 

That a dry dock ought to be constructed at this point is, 
and has been my opinion, ever since I first became acquaint- 
ed with the harbor of Pensacola; but in connexion with 
this necessary work to the refitment of vessels, the bar at 
the entrance must not be neglected. <A very trifling ex- 
penditure of money, in comparison with the object to be 
obtainnd, would, in m¥ opinion, sof enlarge and deepen it, 
that vessels having the greatest draught of water could 
pass at all times. I would also suggest that an hydraulic 
dock be const,ucted at once, for the repairs of frigates and 
sloops of war. This can be done and finished, while the 
other work is progessing. The materials for repairs are 
all at hand, and of the best kind ; and when workmen shall 
be required, they will be found without difficulty, provide 
ed they be assured of constant employment. 

; Yours very sincerely, 
A. J. DALLAS. 

Mr. Pearce of R. I. remarked, that the question was 
whether what was asked for was proper? The only valid 
objection that had been urged last night was, that no more 
money than was already appropriated could be expected at 
Pensacola ; but if it could not be expended this year, it 
could the next. They should inquire whether the propos- 
ed wotks were required ; and not only had no one urged 
an objection on that score, but the best practical evidence 
had been offered in their favor, by Commodore Dallas, by 
the Board of Nrval Commissioners, by a former Secretary 
of the Navy, and by the present. He was in favor of the 
amendment; and if the amonnt appropriated should not be 
expended in one year, it could in two. 

Mr. ReeEp was disposed, as was the Committee of which, 
he was a member, to give as much as was necessary to 
Pensacola, he himself, even to the amount of half a mil- 
lion he was opposed to appropriating more thar could be 
expected. Another objection was in the vagueness of the 
amendment, for ‘‘ wharves and appendages ;’’ nor could he 
see how 156,900 dollars was to be laid out for wharves in 
one year. There was no eee for acting wpon at this 
time, especially as the Senate bill would come under con- 
sideration during the present session. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
In Senaie, January 21, 1836. 

Mr. Sovruarp, from the Commiitee on Naval Affairs, 
reported the following bill ; which was read, and passed to’ 
a second reading: 

A bill to regulate the pay of the officers of the United 
States marine corps. 
Be it enacted by ihe Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

That from and after the passage of this act, the annual pay 

of the officers of the marine corps shall be as follows? 

that is to say ; 

Of the colonel commandant, three thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

Of the licutenant colonel, three thousand dollars. 

Of a major, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Of a captain, two thousand dollars. _ 

Cf a first lieutenant, one thousand five hundred dollars, 

Of asecond licutenant, one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacied, That when —~ of 
said officers shall not be under orders, or on duty, he shall 
receive only three-fourths of the pay allowed by the first 
section of this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the pay of the 
adjutant and inspector, the quartermaster, and the pay- 
master of said marine corps, shall be five hundred dollars, 
in addition to the pay which they may receive under and 
by virtue of the first section of this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Navy shall have authority, from time to time, to 
designate, by special appointment, such and so many of the 
officers of said corps as the public service may require, to 
perform the duties of assistant quartermaster, and that the 
said officers so designated, shall receive, while in the ac- 
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tual, discharge of said duties, a comy»*nsation therefor, at 
the rate of two hundred dollars per annum.¥ 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That such officers of 
said corps as shall perform the duties of a higher grade for 
a longer time than thirty days, shall, while performing 
such duties, receive the pay of the grade next above their 
own. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That one ration per 
day shall be allowed to all officers of said corps when at- 
tached to vessels for se: vice at sea; and ten cents per mile 
for travelling expenses, when under orders. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacied, ‘That there be allow- 
ed to the colonel commandant of said corps, one clerk, 
whose annual pay’shall be nine hundred dollars; to the 

uartermaster, one clerk, whose annual pay shall be one 

ousand dollars, aud one other clerk, at ni annual pay 
shall be nine hundred dollars ; to the adjutant and inspece- 
tor, one clerk, whose annual pay shall be nine hundred dol- 
lars ; and to the paymaster, one clerk, whose annual pay 
shall be nine hundred dollars. 

Sec, 8. And be it further enacted, That the pay and 
allowances provided for in this act, shall be all the pay, 
compensation, allowance, and emolument, which the said 
officers shall be entitled to receive; and that all acts and 
parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act, 

be and hereby are repealed. 





DOCUMENTS 
RELATING TO ‘‘ BILL TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 


OF FLOATING STEAM-BATTERIES.”” 
In Senate, December 23, 1835. 

On motion of Mr. Gotpsgorovuach, 

Resolved, That the Committce on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire what number of floatiag steam- batteries 
are necessary for the defence of the Chesapeake and Del- 
aware bays, and the harbor of New York, together with 
the estimite of the probable cost of the same; and to re- 
port the result to the Senate. 

Attest: WALTER LOWRIE, Secretary. 
By W. Hickey, Clerk. 





War Department, January 14, 1836. 
. Sim: Ihave the honor toenclose herewith a report from 
the Chief Engineer, in answer to the resolution of the Senate 
of the 23d ultimo, on the subject of floating steam batteries, 
transmitted by you, for the views of this Department. 
I consider ‘this species of force very important in our 
reparations for Fi ome The three bays of New York, 
Jaware, and Chesapeake, are those whose position, and 
other circumstances, seem principally to require these bat- 
teries ; and the estimate made by the Engineer Depart 
ment is founded upon the calculation and the number which 
would be required to place these large estuaries in a com- 
give state of defence. But it is worthy of remark, that 
eating steam-batterics, constructed upon the plan proposed, 
would be useful, from the indraught of water, all along the 
Southern coast, and might be detached there whenever cir- 
camstances required. These vessels, agreeably to the projet 
herein presented, are not intended for sea service, but are 
designed toco operate with the permanent defences. They 
may also be stationed at any of the inlets where the ap- 
proach of an enemy may be apprehended ; but their care 
management should be committed to the army, as a part 
the system of defence, having no relation, however, to 
the armed steam-vessels which it may be found expedient 
ty construct as a part of the system for naval operations. 
Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient “= sae 
Hon. Tuomas H. Benton, 
Chairman of Commiitee on Military Affairs, Senate. 





ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 13, 1836. 
Sir: In answer to the call of the Senate of the United 
States upon their Committee on Military Aftairs, instructing 
them to inquire what number of floating steam-batteries are 


necegsary for the defence of the Chesapeake and Delaware 
bays, and the harbor of New York, together with an esti- 
mate of their probable cost, which was referred by the 


chairman of said committee to the War Department, and by 
ou to this office, I have the honor to state, that the subject 
one on which the department being without practi- 

eal information, it finds great difficulty in the investi- 
ation of the subject, and in suggesting the number of these 
tteries that would be required to fulfil the end proposed, 

y must necessarily depend upon the power and force of 
the invading ficet ; and it 1s intended rather as an approxi- 


mation to what might answer to guard the various inlets, 
bays, and harbors of those waters, than as promising secu- 
rity or complete defence. , 
That steam-batteriecs would be most effective and pow- 
erful auxiliaries to the other means of defence now existit 
and to be created for the protection of our scaboard. there 
can be no doubt; and the almost neevssity of their constrte- 
tion is evident, when the length and extent of our bay# 
and harbors are considered. After such an examination of 
the subject a3 time would permit, and making use of the’ 
best information in my power, Iam fully of opinion that’ 
they ought to be so constructed that, while they possess the 
necessary strength, we shall draw the least possible 
draught which, when fully equipped, ought not to exceed 
four fect ; they should be provided with at least two guns, 
of the largest caliber and longest range ; an apparatus at 
tached to the furnace for heating shot; and a propelling 
power able to give them a velocity of ten or twelve miles an 
hour. Vessels of this description would possess the ad- 
vantages of being able to change their position regardless 6f 
shoats.and bars always to be met with in our harbors, plac- 
ing them beyond the reach of a pursuing enemy; and in’a 
case of calms or storms, orany other cause, obliging the’ 
enemy to anchor, might select such positions as to place 
their opponents at their mercy. They would likewise be 
efficient in preventing marauding excursions in boats, so of 
ten attended with distress and ruin to the peaceful and uh? 
offending citizens. In relation to the number of such bat 
teries required for each of the waters named in the resoln-: 
tion, I cannot venture to recommend less than ten for thé 
harbor of New York, including the neighboring bays and 
Long Island Sound ; six forthe Delaware river and bay, and 
ten forthe Chesap-ake. The probable cost of each is est?- 
mated to be from $25,000 to $30,000, though, from wart 
of all experience in naval architecture, this amount is not 
pretended to be correct. chase 
I avail myself of the present opportunity to communicate 
acopy of a letter from Major J. L. Smith, of the at of 
engineers, in reference to this subject. As Major Sm ths 
scientific attainments and ripe judgment in professierral: 
matters are well known to you, they do not need any deel 
ration from me. I accordingly submit his proposition with- 
out further remark. ; —_ 
I have the honor to be, sir, Le eet 
your obedient servant, vate 
C. GRATIOT, Chief Engineer. ** 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. on 





Governor’s Istanp, aa 
New York, December 271, 1835. ** 


Sir :—The proceedings of the Senate of the 23d instant» 
which we have just received, contain a resolution offered 
by Mr. Goldsborough, instructing the Military Committee 
to inquire what number of floating steam-batteries would 
be necessary tor thé defence of Chesapeake and Delaware 
bays and New York harbor; and what the expense of pra- 
viding them would be. The reference of this subject to. the 
Military Committee will eventuate, probably, in a-call ups 
on the Engineer department for the information desired, 
Should that be the case, it may be satisfactory to you to 
have itin your power to state, that you can have steam. 
batteries built and fitted by the officers under your com- 
mand, which could not be sunk or set on fire, and which 
would be cannon-proof for a long time, to the extent_of 
almost perfect security to the hull of the vessel, to her 
machinery, including the propelling wheel or wheels, to 
the gun or guns that would be mounted, and to the crew.. 
I think I could build such a vessel, of 100 tons burden, fur-, 
nish her with a high pressure engine of 40 to 50. horse 
power, which would give her a speed of 10 miles an hour, 
and perhaps 12 miles an hour, provide a spring platform for. 
mounting a 42-pounder, the pressed straw for Scinarhe. 
and every thing else requisite to zt her upon immediate 
service, for $15,000. My report of January last, on Coast- 
ward harbor defence, a copy of which is filed in your office, 
mentions hulls, and describes them and the mode in which 
they might be employed. The steam-battery above de- 
scribed would be something of the saine kind, but having 
the advantage of self- propelling power, instead of reliance 
from other craft, for locomotion. Such a boat might be got 
ready by the Ist of March, and perhaps sooner; but the 
cost would be increased as the period of completion should: 
be contracted. a 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 





; J. L. SMITH, Major of Engineers. °: 
General C. Gratior, oat 
Chief Engineer, City of Washington. 
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“LAW OF THE UNITED STATES. 
AN ACT to provide for the payment of volunteers and 
militia corps, in the service of the United States. 


.. Be-it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
- the United Siutes of America in Congress assembled, 
hat the efficers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, 

artificers and privates, of volunteer and militia corps, who 
have been in the service of the United States, at any time 
since the first day of November, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, or may here- 
after be in the service of the United States, shall be enti- 
ed to and receive the same monthly pay, rations, clothing, 
or money in lieu thereof, and forage, and be furnished 
with the same camp equipage, including knapsacks, as are, 
or may be provided by law for the officers, musicians, ar- 
tificers and privates, of the infantry of the army of the 

United States. 

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That the offi- 
eers of all mounted companies who have been in, or may 
hereafter be in, the service of the United States, each shall 
be entitled to receive forage, or money in lieu thereof, for 
two horses, when they actually keep private servants, and 
for one horse when without private servants, and that fort 
cents per day be allowed for the use and risk of eac 
horse, except horses killed in battle or dying of wounds 
received in battle. That each non-commissioned officer, 
rousician, artificer and private, of all mounted companies, 
shall. be entitled to receive forage in kind for one horse, 
with forty cents per day for the use and risk thereof, ex- 
cept horses killed in battle, or dying of wounds received in 
battle, and twenty five cents per day in lieu of forage and 
subsistence, when the same shall be furnished by himself, 
ortwelve and a half cents per day for either, as the case 


may be. 

EcTION 3. And be it further enacted, That the officers, 

non commissioned officers, musicians, artificers and pri- 

vates, shal! be entitled to one day’s pay, subsistence, and 
r allowances, for every twenty miles’ travel from their 

pooen of residence to the place of general rendezvous, and 

rom the place of discharge back to their residence. 

. Section 4. And be it further enacted, That the volun- 
teers or militia, who have been or who may be received into 
the service of the United States, to suppress Indian depreda- 
tions in Florida, shall be entitled to all the benefits which 
are conferred on persons wounded or otherwise disabled in 
the service of the United States. 

Section 5, And be it further enacted, That when any 
officer, non-commissioned officer, artificer, or private, of 
said militia or volunteer corps, who shall die in the ser- 
vice of the United States, or returning to his place of 
residence, after being mustered out of service, or at a 
time in consequence of wounds received in service, and shall 
I2ave a widow, or if no widow, a child or children under 
sixteen years of age, such widow, or if no widow, such 
child or children, shall be entitled to receive half the 
monthly pay to which the deceased was entitled, at the 
time of his death, for and during the term of five years ; 
ahd in case of the death or intermarriage of such widow 
before the expiration of five years, the half pay for the re- 
mainder of the time shall go to the child or children of 
said decedent: Provided always, That the Secretary of 
War shall adopt such forms of evidence, in applications 
under this act, as the President of the United States may 








prescribe. 

Section 6. And be it further enacted, That the vo- 
Junteers and militia mentioned in the foregoing provisions 
of this act, called into service before its passage, and who 
are directed to be paid, shall embrace those only ordered 
into service by the commanding General or Governors of 
States ani of the Territory of Florida under authority 


from the War Department for repressing the hostilities 
of the Florida Indians. 


“ApPROVED, March 19th, 1836. 


a Y 


REVENUE CUTTER SERVICE. 

We learn that Captain Ezexrex Jones, of the United 
States Cutter Ingham, has been transferred from that to 
another station at his own request. We cannot suiler 
Captain J. to leave us without expressing a high opin- 
ion of the zeal, industry and discretion manifested by 
him while on duty here, and of the value of the services 
rendered by him to the commerce of our city. Vessels 
in distress at the mouth of the river have ever found him 
at hand with prompt relief. He has frequently received 
the warmest testimonials of gratitude from those ‘to 


whom he has rendered timely succor in the preservation 
of ma. and suppression of mutiny. 

is prompt and efficient action in the affair of the 
Montezuma, has taught a neighboring state a valuablé 
lesson of respect for our flag, and raised the confidence 
of our citizens abroad in the protection of the govern- 
ment to their lawful enterprize. 

We have been gratified to learn that the habitual use 
of spirits, so baneful to all and so eminently prejudicial 
to the ‘‘ sailors,’ has been discontinued on board the cut- 
ter; and thus while the health and orderly deportment of 
the crew is secured, the vessel is entitled to bear the 
best motto for a military public servant—Semperr Pa- 
rATus. We offer Capt. Jones our best wishes for his 
prosperity and cordially commend him to the confidence 
and kindness of those among whom he may hereafter 
sojourn.— New Orleans Bee, Jan. 8. 

From the New London Gazette. ; 

Ammi Kining, masterof the brig Sublime, of Port 
land, lately ashore on Fisher’s Island, hereby tenders his 
hearty thanks to the commander and officers of the Reve- 
nue Cutter Wolcott, tor their unwearied exertion and 
kind attention, in rescuing the brig from her perilous sit- 


uation, which must have been lost without their exer- 
tions. 


March 22. 


‘ 


To the Editor of the New London Gazette. 
Srtr—When services of value are rendered without 

expecting any return for the same, it becomes those that 
receive them, in some way to express their thanks. I 
therefore, through you, desire to return my most sincere 
thanks to Captain ANDREW Maruenr, of the Revenne 
Cutter Wolcott, his Officers and Men, for their valuable 
assistance in discharging and saving the cargo of brig 
Iisley, of Bangor, Capt. Kirkpatrick, wrecked on Fish- 
er’s Island ; the aid so rendered was the means of saving 
much valuable property ; the manner in which it was 
done, enhances the favor. 

With great respect your humble servant, 


J. MORGAN, 
Agent of the New-York Underwriters. 
March 26. 


The undersigned, in behalf of the Ocean Insurance 
Company of Boston, presents his thanks to Captain 
Mather, his officers and crew, of the United States 
Revenue Cutter Wolcott, for their timely assistance and 
successful effortin getting the brig Sublime from off the 
rocks near Fisher’s Island, where she lay in a perilous 
situation, and delivering her safely at the wharf in this 
city, without which assistance the vessel must inevitabl 
have been lost. ; 


SAMUEL PEARCE, Agent. 
New London, March 28th, 1836. 





MAGNANIMITY OF A SAtLor.—In 1779, the : British 
attacked the Spanish port and fortress of Omoa,in 
America. An English sailor, who had scaled the walls, 
had armed himself with a cutlass in each hand, and 
meeting with a Spanish officer unarmed, and just rous- 
ed from sleep, he scorned to take advantage of his con- 
dition, and generously presented him with one of his 
cntlasses, saying, “* You are now on a footing with me.” 


magnanimity to accept his offer, and took just care to 
make the circumstance duly known to the sailer’s honor. 
So brave a man’s name should have been recorded: 
English Historian. 





A jolly son of Neptune, who had just arrived in‘ the 
brie , being asked by a gentleman the usnakquestian, 
“Did you bring home any shells, sir?” QO yes, there 
ar? bushels of them down in the forecastle.”* «< What 
are you going to do with them?” “The mate is\going 
to throw them overboard.” The man went fown to 





look at them. ‘ Wheredo they lay?” said he. “There 





they are,” said Jack, pointing to a tremendous pile of 
nutshells.—Salem Observer. — ae 


The officer was struck with too much admiration at his’ 
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SPONTANEOUS NAVIGATION.—The New Bedford Ga- | 


zette of Saturday relates the following remarkable in- 
stance of the force of habit among the whale ships be- 


longing to that port, and their knowledge of their ow- |: 


ners, and the harbor :— 
A few days since the good ship Falcon loaded with 
oil fresh from the whaling ground, arrived here, and 
beat her way up through the ice in the harbor as far 
as the bar, (about halfa mile from the wharves,) where 
(like many other loaded vessels before) she struck on the 
mud. Her situation being in no way dangerous, as she 
could easily pass over on the rise of the tide, the officers 
and crew were permitted, as is customary, to hasten to 
see their friends from whom they had been absent two 
pos ae grt and a trusty pilot as ship keeper, was put 
on board by the owners. As it was thought unneces- 
sary to furl the canvass, and it remained spread to the 
breeze. 
The supper-time of the ship-keeper having arrived 
after finding that three teet of water more was neces- 
sary to float the ship, he left her alone, came ashore, 
made arrangements with some half a dozen men to go 
off and assist him in getting her into the dock, and 
went to his supper. Directly, afterward, it was discov- 
ered that the ship was coming toward the wharf of her 
owners. No one doubted that she was well manned 
and well managed. She came up regularly, until with- 
in a stone’s throw of the head of the wharf, when the 
men on board of a sloop that lay there, thinking the 
ship was about to run in to them cried out “luff! luff,! 
you'll cut us in two.’”’ Nor was the order disobeyed ; 
for at that moment a hawser, dragging in the water 
from the bow of the ship accidently caught in the logs 
of the wharf and ‘brought her to’ in grand style and 
without considerable damage. Here was a case of a 
ship loaded with oil coming half a mile with sails set 
at the rate of six knots, without a hand on board ; and 
most uneceremoniously fastening herselfat the wharf of 
ierowners. Such is a New Bedford whale ship. ! ! ! 
= ay 
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Gunner—David Taggart. Sail Maker— George Thomas. 
Acting Boaiswain—Daniel Lambert. Carpenter—James 
Storer, 

List of officers attached to the U. S. schr. Grampus, to 
sail in a few days froin Norfolk, io join the West India 
Squadron. 

Lieut. Commander—Charles Boarman. 

Lieutenanis—John Cassin, Joseph Stallings, Neill M. 
Howison, Frederick Chatard, John W. Cox. 

Sailing Masier—Oliver 8. Glisson. 

_Purser—Thomas M. Taylor. 

Assistant Surgeon—George W. Evans. 

Passed iiidshipmen—C. F. M. Spotswood, A. F. V. 
Gray. 

Wilitin ks. T. Smith.George M. Totten, Ro- 
bert Patton, Jr., Charles M. Collier, William R. Pestell. 

Captain’s Clerk—Philip P. Hunter. 

Gunner—Daniel Kelly. 

Purser’s Steward—Joseph Ofela. 

Passengers—A J. Wedderburn, Ass’t. Surgeon, to join 
the Constellation ; W. L. Parkinson, Midshipman, to join 
the Concord; John Burdine, Sail Maker, to join the St. 
Louis. 

The U.S. sloop of war St, Louis, Master Commandant 
L. Rousseau, and bearing the broad pendant of Commo- 
dore A. J. Datas, arrived off the Balize a few days ago, 
but owing to the low stage of water on the bar, she was 
unable to come over. It was the intention of the officer 
commanding the St. Louis, to pay a visit to our city. Com- 
modore Dallas and his suite, consisting of Lieuts. J. H. 
Ward, G. M. Bache, Doctors L. Osborne, and 8S. W. Ruff ; 
Messrs. Miller, Strong, and Saunders, came up to town on 
Friday, and will remain until the return of the St. Louis, 
when we hope to have the‘gratification of seeing that fine 
vessel anchored in front of the city. It will be the first 
time the goed people of New Orleans will have been vi- 
sited by one of our vessels of war.—N. Orleans True 
American, March 21. 

The U. S. sloop of war Concord was off the harbor of 
Havana 17th March, from Portsmouth, N. H. and sailed 
19th ; arrived at Key West on the 22d, and sailed onthe 
25th, for Tampa Bay and Pensacola. 








—————_ |__| 





Lieut. Geo, W. Morell, Eng’r. Corps, relieved from du- 
ty at Erie, Penn., as assistant to Lieut. T.S. Brown, and 
ordered to Newport, R. I. to report to Col. Totten. 

Lieut. C. H. Bigelow, Eng’r. Corps, relieved from duty 
at-Newport, and ordered to Boston, to report to Col. Tha- 
yer. 
eE_ snaprenpeemnensmesinet 

















List of the names of the officers of the U. S. ship Po- 
tomac, now of the Mediterranean squadron. 

Captain—Joseph J. Nicholson. 

Lieutenants—Joseph B. Huil, Jacob Crowninshield, 
Richard A. Jones, me Pinkney, Robert W. Jones. 

Masier—George B. Minor. Surgeon—Robt. J. Dodd. 

Purser—G. R. Barry. Ass’t. do.—Robt. T. Barry. 

Passed Midshipmen—Joseph F. Green, Benj. M. Dove, 
Alexander M. Pennock. 
© Midshipmen—A. H. Wells, John W. Bryce, Wm. H. 
Macomb, Rufus S. Wey, Eugene Boyle, Jesse E. Duncan, 
Henry L. Chapman, Jos. N. Barney, Isaac S. K. You, M. 
C. Perry, Jr., J. Q. Adams, Jr., Geo. Colvocaressis, 
Wm. ‘A. Wayne. 

Boy acting Midzhipman—John V. Hixon. 

Acting Boaiswain—John H. Ryder. Gunner—Wnm. B. 
Brown. Carpenter—Wnwm. L. Shuttleworth. Sail Maker 
—Wam. Ward. Chaplain—James Everett. 


List of officers attached to the U. S. ship John Adams, 
now of the Mediterranean squadron. 

Master Commundani—S. H. Stringham. 

Lientenanis—W m. H. Gardner, Cad. Ringgold, Isaac S. 
Sterett, Edward M. Vail, C. W. Chauncey. 

cting Sailing Master—Wnin. C. Griffin. 
geon—B. R. Tinslar. 

Purser—D. Me. F. Thornton. 

Passed Midshipmen—J.B. Marchand, James E. Brown, 
G. L. Selden. 

_ Midshipmen—Simon F. Blunt, Henry Eld, Jr., Mat. Ma- 

rine, Ferd. Pepin, Jno. B. Randolph, J. B. Carter, C. R. 
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DEATHS. 





On the 2d inst. in Portsmouth, Va., GABRIEL GALT, 

Esq., for many years Navy Store-Keeper at the Gosport 
Navy-Yard. He had been confined for some weeks with 
the disease that finally terminated his existence, and was 
conscious of his fate. His course through life had been 
characteriscd by noble and generous feelings, and his 
death will be regretted by all who knew his amiable 
qualities.—Norfolk Beacon, 
At West Point, N. Y., of scarlet fever, on the 29th 
ult. Jutta, aged 3 years and 6 months; and on the Ist 
inst. JosepH, aged 7 years and 4 months; children of Z, 
J. D. Kinsvey, late of the U. S. Army. 





SOuN SMITH, 
LATE OF WEST POINT, | 


Returns his thanks to the Officers of the Army for their 
long and liberal patronage, and having commenced busi- 


ness at 
No. 83 Maiden Lane, 


NEW YORK, 
Will be happy to receive their orders. 


§r$- His place of business being changed, all outstanding 
debts are particularly requested to be settled. 
April 14 


WNBA Mts PIRBVOSL, 
Stock and Birchange Broker, 
NO. 47 SOUTH THIRD STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


oe an kinds of BANK, RAIL ROAD, CANAL, IN- 
SURANCE, and OTHER STOCKS, bought and sold on 
Commission. 








Howard, Samuel Smith, W. C. B. S. Porter. 


April 7—tf 








